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Russian Drone Strikes Hit Two Civilian Ships

in Black Sea, One Killed

Indian Jurist Bimal Patel Elected As Judge
Of Intl Tribunal For The Law Of Sea

THIBUNAL INTERNATIONA

Professor (Dr.) Bimal N. Patel

United Nations: An emi-
nent Indian jurist, Bimal
Patel, has been elected as
Judge of the International
Tribunal of the Law of the
Sea (ITLOS). Patel is a
Member of the UN Inter-
national Law Commis-
sion, Chairman of the
Working Group on Suc-
cession of States in re-
spect of State Responsi-
bility, and Vice-Chancel-
lor and Professor of Pub-

'H_zjlr-s-h-it Rana
Added

Chennai: Pacer Harshit
Rana has joined the In-
dia squad for the third and
final ODI against Af-
ghanistan after complet-
ing his rehabilitation from
a knee injury, the BCCI
announced on Friday.
Rana, who suffered a
ligament strain in his right
knee during India's T20
World Cup warm-up
match against South Af-
rica and subsequently un-
derwent surgery in Feb-
ruary, has linked up with
the squad ahead of
Saturday's series finale
in Chennai.

India have already sealed
the three-match series,
taking an unassailable 2-
0 lead. "Mr Harshit
Rana, who has com-
pleted his rehabilitation at
the BCCI Centre of Ex-
cellence (COE), has
linked up with the ODI
squad in Chennai," BCCI
secretary Devajit Saikia
said in a media release.

lic International Law at
Rashtriya Raksha Uni-
versity. He is also a mem-
ber of the National Se-
curity Advisory Board,
National Security Coun-
cil Secretariat, Prime
Minister's Office.

"Congratulations to Prof.
Dr Bimal N Patel for be-
ing elected as Judge of
the International Tribunal
of the Law of the Sea
(ITLOS) in New York

T DE LA MER

today. His election takes
forward India's enduring
commitment to
multilateralism and the
Law of the Sea," the
Permanent Mission of
India to the UN said
Thursday. The mission
thanked all member
states for their support
and applauded all candi-
dates for their vision and
commitment to
UNCLOS.

TN Assembly Passes Unanimous Resolution
Against K'taka's Mekedatu Dam

Chennai: The Tamil
Nadu Assembly on Fri-
day adopted a unani-
mous resolution against
Karnataka's move to
construct a dam across
river Cauvery at
Mekedatu, expressing
support for all mea-
sures undertaken by the
state government on the
issue. Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay piloted the
government resolution,
and members of the op-
position, including LoP
Udhyanidhi Stalin and
AIADMK's Edappadi
K Palaniswami spoke
on the subject.

The resolution moved
by Vijay said that the

i —

House records its
"strong objection to the
unilateral attempt of the
Government of
Karnataka to construct
a dam across the
Cauvery River at
Mekedatu, without re-
specting the Final Award
of the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal dated
5.2.2007 and the Judg-
ment of the Hon'ble Su-
preme Court dated
16.2.2018." Tt said
Karnataka acted with-
out obtaining the concur-
rence of the concerned
basin states, and had
also not secured any ap-
proval from the Union
Government.

Russian drone attacks hit
two civilian vessels in the
Black Sea late Thursday,
killing one person and
wounding five others,
Ukraine's Deputy Prime
Minister Oleksiy Kuleba
said Friday. One ship
was operating under the
flag of Panama and the
other Saint Kitts and
Neveis, Kuleba posted
on Telegram.

Sandhya Theatre
Stampede Case

Hyderabad: A local
court in Nampally
issued summons to the
popular film actor Allu
Arjun asking him to
personally appear
before it on Monday in
connection with a
stampede incident that
took place in Sandhya
70 MM theatre in
Chikkadpally in De-
cember 2024. Arjun is
All in this case. A
woman Revathi died in
the stampede that
happened during the
premiere of the latest
film ‘Pushpa-2’. Her
son Sritej escaped with
serious injuries. She
along with her husband
and two children came
to Sandhya theatre to
watch ‘Pushpa-2’
premier show. On
January 5, 2025, Arjun
appeared before the
Chikkadpally police in
the same case.

K

lllﬂlﬂ (alls Pakistan ‘HﬂllkﬁllSlelll State’ AU, Rejects Kashmir (laims

India has slammed Pa-
kistan at the United Na-
tions, calling it a "Fran-
kenstein state" that gets
shocked when its "own
monster bites back", as
it accused Islamabad of
"hosting, training and de-
ploying" terrorists.The
remarks were made by
Anupama Singh, First
Secretary at India's Per-
manent Mission to the

United Nations, on
Wednesday, after Paki-
stan and the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC)
raised the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir
during the Interactive
Dialogue on the UN
High Commissioner's
annual report.

"India is compelled to
exercise this right of re-

ply in response to refer-
ences made to it by Paki-
stan and the OIC. We cat-
egorically reject the base-
less and malicious allega-
tions made by Pakistan,"
Singh said. The diplomat
further said: "We also cat-
egorically reject the ref-
erences to Jammu and
Kashmir made by the
OIC... For the record,
Jammu and Kashmir was,

Revanth Reddy Thanks Rajnath Singh

Clearing Path for Gandhi Sarovar Project

Hyderabad: Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy
here on Friday ex-
pressed his sincere
gratitude to Union De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh, and the Indian
Army for granting per-
mission to the Telangana
government to under-
take work on its flagship
Gandhi Sarovar Project
at Bapu Ghat. The
Chief Minister stated:
“This approval marks an
important milestone in
the Government of

Kerala Budget Earmatks R
5) Ctote fot Gen-Z Initiatives

Thiruvananthapuram:
Chief Minister V D
Satheesan on Friday an-
nounced a Rs 50 crore
initiative for Generation-
Z, describing the digitally
native generation as a
key driver of Kerala's fu-
ture economy and inno-
vation ecosystem. Pre-
senting his maiden budget
in the Assembly, Satheesan
said Generation-Z was
among the forces rapidly
transforming the world.
According to him, those
born and raised in the digi-
tal age have technology
as an integral part of their
lives and are quick to adopt
emerging technologies.

"Gen Z is the fastest de-
mographic to adopt and
utilise breakthroughs in
fields such as Artificial
Intelligence, Robotics,
Data Science, Internet of
Things (IoT), and Virtual
Reality (VR). The cre-
ative abilities and techno-
logical excellence of the
younger generation can
be brought together to
develop Kerala's startups,
innovation hubs, research
centres and smart indus-
tries, while emphasising
digital ethics, privacy protection,
cyber security and core hu-
man values," he said in the
revised state Budget in the
Assembly.
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Telangana’s vision for the
comprehensive rejuvena-
tion of the Musi River and
the transformation of its
riverfront into a vibrant
ecological, cultural, and
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public asset for the
people. We are grateful
for the support and coop-
eration extended by the
Ministry of Defence and
the Indian Army.
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TGSPDCL CMD Conducts
Inspection In Bamjara Hills

Hyderabad: As part of the
statewide Monsoon Pre-
paredness Programme
and the ongoing “Poles
and Lines Special Drive
— Walk Along the Line”
initiative, TGSPDCL
CMD V. Patil conducted
a surprise inspection of
the Sagar Society feeder
area in Banjara Hills on
Friday morning. The
CMD inspected the 11 kV
power line near Mugdha
Silks and reviewed vari-
ous network deficiencies.
He issued necessary in-
structions to officials and
field staff for rectification
of the identified issues.

Subsequently, he visited

Road No. 10, behind Ju-
bilee Hills Club, and per-
sonally participated in the
tree-trimming activities
being carried out in the
area, while reviewing the
progress of the works.
During the inspection,
Patil emphasized the im-
portance of timely trim-
ming of tree branches lo-
cated close to power lines
to prevent power interrup-
tions and ensure public
safety. He directed the
staff to take all necessary
measures to avoid incon-
venience to consumers
and to ensure uninter-
rupted power supply dur-
ing the monsoon season.

is, and will always remain
an integral and inalienable
part of India. The only
unresolved issue is
Pakistan's illegal occupa-
tion of Indian territories
and their return." She also
said that Pakistan is a
country whose sitting de-
fence minister "boasts of
hosting, training and de-
ploying terrorists as state

policy".

Gold, Silver
Futures

Gold and silver futures
witnessed sharp declines
on Friday as investors
dumped precious metals
amid uncertainty over
the implementation of the
US-Iran peace agree-
ment, a stronger US dol-
lar and a broader selloff
in global markets. On the
Multi Commodity Ex-
change (MCX), gold con-
tracts for August deliv-
ery fell Rs 3,392, or 2.27
per cent, to Rs 1,45,917
per 10 grams in a busi-
ness turnover of 9,099
lots, extending losses for
a second consecutive
session.

Silver contracts for July
delivery slumped Rs
8,766, or 4 per cent, to
Rs 2,28,806 per kilogram
in a business turnover of
11,080 lots. The white
metal had already
plunged Rs 14,235, 0r 5.7
per cent, in the previous
session. Analysts attrib-
uted the sharp fall to fad-
ing optimism surrounding
the US-Iran peace pro-
cess after high-level
talks scheduled in Swit-
zerland were postponed,
raising doubts over the
implementation of mea-
sures aimed at ending
hostilities and restoring
oil flows through the
Strait of Hormuz.
Switzerland's foreign
ministry said the talks
planned for Friday had
been postponed, while
US Vice President JD
Vance delayed his visit
and Iran's participation in
the discussions remained
uncertain.
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Wristwatch, An Integral
Part of Our Body

(On the occasion of “National
Watch Day” on 19th June)

Since its launch, the wristwatch has become a
part of our body. The smartphones are in our
hand, easily indicates the time, the watches worn
on the wrist remain a major attraction in our
lives. With the increase in the use of
smartphones, the use of wristwatches is also
decreasing. The civil society, which has
recognised the importance of the clock or watch
as a part of our culture, which is a part of every
moment, various attractive handicraft forms,
and the clock or watch, has become a tradition
since 2017 to observe “National Watch Day”
every year on June 19. On National Watch Day,
which was initiated by Nordstrom, watch lovers
and ordinary citizens come together to remem-
ber the five centuries of history of watches and
use them as timekeepers even in the present
digital AI age.““The Rich History of Watches:*
We can organize various activities like wearing
our favorite watch, organizing exhibitions of
different watch designs, visiting watch shops,
remembering the history of watches, organizing
watch competitions, getting our watches ser-
viced, gifting watches to our loved ones, explor-
ing vintage watches, doing social media cam-
paigns, and showing watch making videos. In
the 16th century, Peter Heinlein discovered that
watches were made as pendants worn around
the neck. In 1868, the modern wristwatch was
designed by Patel Philip. British soldiers began
using wristwatches extensively during World
War 1. In 1926, waterproof Rolex watches were
released. In the 1970s, along with quartz

Paddy Bonus Only for 7 elect Varieties: Tummala

Hyderabad: Agriculture minister Tummala Nageswara Rao
has made it clear that rice belonging to one or any of the seven
select varieties of fine grain rice chosen by the government as
a priority for planting this Kharif season will be the only rice
crops that will be eligible for the bonus amounts. Nageswara
Rao, at a meeting with senior agriculture officials on Wednes-
day, said even Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy had stated
the need to encourage cultivation of these select rice varieties
and since there is a good demand in the market for these types
of rice and potential for exports, seed companies should en-
sure adequate availability of seeds of these rice varieties. He
also directed that the daily stock positions of these seeds should
be displayed and dealers should share farmer-wise purchase
data of these seeds. The selected seven varieties are BPT-

5204 Sambamasuri, RSR-15048 Telangana Sona, HMT Sona,
Jai Sriram, KSM-1638 Kunaram Sannalu, WGL-44 Siddhi, and
KSM-7715. The minister also said that the government was
considering providing subsidies for purchase of seeds for dif-
ferent crops and a decision would be taken soon.
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Band Urges Coop Societies

To Set Up So

ADILABAD: Union
minister of state for
home affairs Bandi
Sanjay on Wednesday
urged individuals and
cooperative societies to
set up solar power plants
under the PM Kusum
Yojana, citing availabil-
ity of bank loans and in-
come potential. Speak-
ing to the media after
visiting a solar power
plant on the outskirts of
Choppadandi, he said
only five such plants

the state so far, including
one in Choppadandi in
Karimnagar district and
four in Peddapalli. He
called upon cooperative
societies to participate in
the scheme and said a
one-megawatt solar
power plant could gener-
ate an annual income of
around Rs 50 lakh. Bandi
Sanjay said a one-mega-
watt plant can be set up
on one acre of land at a
cost of Rs 3.80 crore. Of
this, a cooperative society

ar Plants

Rs 40 lakh, while the re-
maining Rs 3.40 crore
could be availed as a loan
from NABARD at an in-
terest rate of 4 per cent.
He added that 3 per cent
interest would be reim-
bursed if repayments are
made on time. He said the
Centre is encouraging so-
lar power generation and
that discoms would pro-
cure solar power at Rs 3
per unit. The minister also
visited a Jana Aushadhi
outlet in Choppadandi and

watches, digital LED wristwatches were intro-
duced, in the 1980s, artistic watches were intro-
duced, and in 2004, spot watches were intro-
duced. Before the use of wristwatches, soldiers
used them, changing the tactics of warfare.“
Watches have become a symbol of punctuality,
personality, and health management in human
lives. Today's watches not only indicate time but
also play multifaceted roles such as a fashion
statement, fitness monitor, activity tool, notifica-
tions, status symbol, and smart communicator.
Let us make a decision to use our wristwatch,
follow punctuality, stand in front of society with
confidence, and move forward by achieving
more goals in less time in our lives. Let us give a
big push to the watch for punctuality.

Dr Burra Madhusudhan Reddy

Rs 198-Cr Kaleshwaram Temple Restoration Works Begin

have been established in

would have to contribute

reviewed its operations.

e-auction goes awry! SBI moves HC
claming ownership of ‘govt land’

Hyderabad: Selling government land
in e-auction for record prices is fine
as long as the seller has clear title to
the entire parcel sold. That precisely
seems to be in question with regard
to a portion of the land parcel that
the Telangana government auctioned
on May 28. The land parcel in ques-
tion is located in Survey No. 83/1 at
Knowledge City in the Raidurgam
area. It was hailed as “a landmark e-
auction” as the 6.29-acre plot sur-
passed the Rs 170 cr/acre base price
to fetch a historic Rs 237 crore per
acre (won by Gowra Ventures), set-

ting a new South India real estate
benchmark. The total transaction
value was put at Rs 1,490.73 crore
(70.5% above the reserve price). The
auction drew significant attention in
real estate and government circles.
Subsequently, the State Bank of India
(SBI) approached the High Court
claiming ownership rights over a por-
tion of the land. The Bank claims that
a 5-acre portion of the auctioned land
is tied to significant loan defaults and
debt recovery proceedings. So, the
bank has requested the High Court to
halt or review the auction proceedings.

Podu Culators, Forest Saff Clsh n
RS Mon oon Soving St

ADILABAD: Clashes between podu cultivators
and forest staff have been reported with the onset
of the monsoon in the erstwhile Adilabad district,
as authorities intensified efforts to reclaim forest
land under the Land Retrieval Mission. Forest offi-
cials undertook operations in Dimda village of
Chinthalamanepalli mandal and Lumbininagar in
Bejjur mandal of Komaram Bheem Asifabad dis-
trict, where non-tribals are cultivating forest land.
Discussions are under way between officials and
cultivators over sharing of land. Officials have pro-
posed allocating a portion of land for each family’s
livelihood from the total area under cultivation.
However, cultivators have demanded allocation on
an individual basis for each family member instead
of treating the family as a unit. Some cultivators
possess pahanis but do not have pattas for the land.
Forest officials have appealed to Adivasis not to
participate in agitations concerning land held by non-
tribals, stating that lands in agency areas belonging
to Adivasis are not being disturbed. Officials of the
Kagaznagar forest division said non-tribals are hold-
ing between 15 and 20 acres of podu land, which is
classified as forest land. Cultivators, however, said
they have been farming the land for around four
decades and depend on it for their
livelihood.Officials also offered to permit infrastruc-
ture works, including roads, culverts, borewells and
electricity supply, in Dimda and Lumbininagar if
cultivators surrender half of the land under their
occupation. Kagaznagar forest division officer
Appaiah held talks with cultivators in Lumbininagar.
In a separate incident, Adivasis of Gondguda ham-
let in Nachanellapur village of Kadam mandal in
Nirmal district opposed allocation of land they were
cultivating to Adivasi families displaced from the
core area of Kawal Tiger Reserve and rehabili-
tated at Maddipadaga. Tensions escalated when
forest staff began demarcating land for the oustees,
leading to clashes. Police arrested 20 Adivasis from
Nachanellapur for allegedly obstructing officials.
Former Adilabad MP and Rajgond Seva Samiti state
president Soyam Bapu Rao submitted a memoran-
dum to ITDA project officer Manda Makarandu,
alleging that forest officials were creating divisions
among Adivasis and not ensuring justice to those
displaced from the Kawal Tiger Reserve.

PPAassures protection for villages

@ex began at 8.15 am, a day after

% priests performed the Pancha
B Brahma Homa. The state govern-
3 ment has sanctioned Rs 198 crore
y for the temple’s development and
Rs 60 crore for the development
of Astra Teerthas in Jayashankar
Bhupalpally district. The temple is
believed to have been constructed
during the Kakatiya and Chalukya
periods. Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy laid the founda-
tion stone for the project on April
20. The redevelopment aims to
facilitate darshan for about 25,000
devotees within the temple
premises. As part of the project,
works will be taken up at Pakshi
Teertham, Vyasa Teertham and
Gnana Teertham, along with
construction of ghats and roads
connecting them for devotees

Adilabad: Development and restoration works at the
Kaleshwara Muktheeshwara Swamy temple in
Jayashankar Bhupalpally district commenced on
Wednesday, with temple authorities dismantling existing
structures following traditional rituals. The dismantling

taking holy dips. In the first
phase, works will begin from the
southern side of the temple and
extend up to the garbhalayam.
Small gopurams, prakarams and
subsidiary temples will be
completed, except the east
prakaram. Officials said the first
phase will be completed before
the Godavari Pushkaralu in
2027, after which the remaining
works will be taken up. The
temple is expected to witness a
large inflow of devotees during
the festival. Principal secretary
(endowments) Shailaja
Ramaiyer, commissioner
Hanumantha Rao, Dharmika
Advisor Govinda Hari, architect
SrayA Narayana and temple
executive officer Mahesh are
supervising the works.

HYDERABAD: The Polavaram
Project Authority (PPA) has said that
concerns relating to possible submer-
gence and backwater impacts on up-
stream habitations in Telangana due
to the Polavaram Project are being

aftected by Polavaram project

accorded top priority and receiving
due administrative attention. This
came in response to a representation
submitted by former irrigation minis-
ter T Harish Rao regarding the need
to protect affected habitations from
the project being constructed by the
Andhra Pradesh government. In its
communication, the PPA acknowl-
edged the concerns raised on behalf
of Telangana residents and stated that
issues relating to backwater impacts
were being accorded top priority and
receiving due administrative attention.
Referring to the inter-state meeting
held on April 8, 2025, the PPA in-
formed Harish that the meeting had
concluded with an assurance that all
areas in Telangana likely to be af-
fected up to the Full Reservoir Level
(FRL) of the Polavaram Project.
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Biuoyed by reaction to Telangana public schools,
CM pledges one in each constituency

HYDERABAD: Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy on Wednes-
day announced that Telangana
Public Schools (TPS) will be
established in every Assembly
constituency to provide quality
education and nurture sporting
talent, with the aim of produc-
ing future Olympians and lead-
ers. Inaugurating the TPS at
Arutla in Rangareddy district,
the chief minister said the initia-
tive was aimed at reviving the
public education system and
bringing out talented students
with immense potential. He also
took a swipe at the opposition
BRS, warning that it could lose
its status as the principal oppo-
sition party in the next Assem-
bly elections if it continued to
level what he described as false
allegations against the govern-
ment. Revanth urged political
opponents to visit the Arutla
campus and assess the govern
ment’s efforts to strengthen pub-
lic education. Addressing the
gathering, he dedicated the
school to students of govern-
ment institutions across Telang
ana and said the same spirit

X * ; i"fll'ﬂ -Lnd

would benefit the 27 lakh students studying in government schools statewide. “We are
strengthening government schools based on the recommendations of the Telangana Edu-
cation Commission. Already, 1,814 students have enrolled in the Arutla TPS. It is a matter
of pride that a government school has had to put up a ‘No Admission’ board because of
overwhelming demand,” he said. The chief minister praised the school’s teachers for com-
peting with corporate educational institutions and said the TPS initiative reflected the
government’s commitment to rebuilding a neglected education system. Revanth noted that
several distinguished leaders and officials had studied in government schools, including
former prime minister PV Narasimha Rao, former Union minister S Jaipal Reddy and
himself. Revanth encouraged students to excel academically and aspire to become IAS
and IPS officers, public representatives and leaders. He said the government was provid-
ing breakfast, midday meals, quality uniforms and student kits to improve learning out-
comes. He added that the establishment of Young India Integrated Residential Schools and

the Young India Skills Univer-
sity formed part of the govern
ment’s broader effort to provide
quality education and skill de-
velopment opportunities. Stress
ing the importance of sports, the
chief minister said the govern-
ment had established the Young
India Sports University with the
goal of helping India win Olym-
pic medals. “A sports training
programme has already been
launched in schools,” he said.
Recalling the football event fea-
turing Lionel Messi in
Hyderabad, Revanth said the
government had succeeded in
bringing the legendary FIFA
World Cup-winning player to
the city despite criticism from
the opposition. “I made children
of SC, ST, minority social wel-
fare residential schools play
football with Messi in front of
the world. Is it not a sweet
memory of a lifetime for the SC,
ST, BC children if they play
football with Messi. While I am
trying to promote sports, some
are not able to digest that
Revanth Reddy brought Messi
to Hyderabad,” he said.

(vt Advisr Takes Stock 01 Waterlogzing Areas

ried out by HYDRAA last year. He
added the construction of a 40-lakh-

TGHRC Probes
Deaths Of
Mother, New born

HYDERABAD: The

To0Aclams endingamid elay
paymentofpremums, Telangan
i

S A

The accumulation of outstanding farmer in-
surance premium payments owed by the state
government has become a major crisis for
thousands of farming families in Telangana.
Unlike in the past—when LIC would clear
claims promptly by accepting pending amounts
along with interest—the corporation has now
altered its rules. It has made it clear that claims
will be approved only if the full premium is
paid, resulting in approximately 7,606 claims
remaining pending across the state. Conse-
quently, the families of farmers who died due
to various causes are facing severe financial
hardship, with family members making re-
peated rounds of government offices seeking
compensation. Under the farmer insurance
scheme introduced in 2018, a compensation
of Rs 5 lakh is provided to the nominee in the
event of a farmer's death due to accidental or
natural causes. For the 2025-26 financial year,
the government was required to pay Rs
1,359.56 crore in premiums to LIC but has
paid only Rs 923.11 crore so far. Officials state
that LIC has halted the processing of further
claims due to the outstanding balance of Rs
436.45 crore; the pending 7,606 claims involve
a total compensation amount of Rs 380 crore.
Meanwhile, as affected families visit the Sec-
retariat to meet officials regarding the compen
sation, it is reported that the matter has been
brought to the attention of Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy. Officials state that the Telang
ana state government is preparing to pay the
pending farmer insurance premiums. Prepa-
rations are reportedly underway to make pay-
ments within a day or two. Officials explain
that if the government clears the arrears imme
diately, there is a possibility of processing 3,919
claims worth Rs 195 crore by August 14.

12BDS Students rom Govt, Dental College

Booked for Ragging i Hyderabad

HYDERABAD With monsoon setting in, a team led by govern-
ment adviser P. Sudarshan Reddy on Wednesday inspected flood-
prone areas under the Malkajgiri Municipal Corporation (MMC)
limits to review monsoon preparedness and measures to be taken
to prevent waterlogging. The team comprising DGP C.V. Anand,
HYDRAA commissioner A.V. Ranganath, HMWS&SB MD
Ashok Reddy, MMC commissioner Vinay Krishna Reddy,
Malkajgiri police commissioner B. Sumathi, and other officials
took stock of flood prone locations. At Prakashnagar Metro Rail
Station and Chikoti Gardens, where flooding has been a recurring
issue, Ranganath said the situation was improved considerably
after extensive desilting of the underground drainage system car-

litre retention pond to capture flood-
water flowing from Begumpet airport
has also yielded positive results. He
noted that lowering the water-level
in Hussainsagar would further help
resolve flooding in the area. The of-
ficials also inspected the five-lakh li-
tre capacity sump at Uppal Cross-
roads, which helped in preventing
waterlogging and noted the restora-
tion of Uppal Nallacheruvu has re-
duced flood-risk in the area. Later,
the team inspected the stormwater
drain leading up to Bairamalguda lake
near the LB Nagar. Officials said the
proposed construction of a 900-mm
stormwater drain connecting Chandr
apuri Colony and Gunti Jangaiah
Colony through the Main Road would
help in solving the flooding issue. In
Vanasthalipuram, the team inspected
stormwater infrastructure along the
Vijayawada highway. Officials said
an additional 1,000-mm pipeline is
required to carry floodwater to
Mansoorabad Pedda Cheruvu.

Telangana Human Rights
Commission (TGHRC)
has taken note of the
death of a pregnant
woman and her newborn
child allegedly due to ab-
sence of a doctor at the
Government Hospital at
Gundala in Bhadradri
Kothagudem district. Ac-
cording to commission,
Datla Vanaja, 20, a resi-
dent of Shambhunigudem
village was taken to the
hospital with labour pains.
It was alleged that the
duty doctor was not avail-
able at the hospital at the
relevant time and that a
nurse conducted the de-
livery. The newborn child
reportedly died shortly
after birth and the mother
subsequently succumbed
while undergoing treat-
ment at the Government
Hospital, Khammam.

Hyderabad: Twelve final-year BDS
students were suspended after it was
found that they had allegedly ragged
first-year BDS students and physi-
cally abused an intern, causing blurred
vision in one eye, at Government Den-
tal College on June 8. They include
all men staying in the men's hostel and
allegedly targeted first-year male
BDS students. They were repeatedly
warned many times. They had also
allegedly broken CCTV cameras on
December 31, 2025, and continued
abusing juniors. This group of twelve
included individuals belonging to
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh who
behaved like rogues said juniors. “To
avoid damage to their career and life,
many meetings were held with war-
dens, the principal, and juniors, but
they did not listen,” officials said. “On
Monday, June 15 after repeated wa
rnings for months, we constituted an
anti-ragging committee and invited pa
rents, but only the parents of six indi-
viduals turned up. They were explai
ned what their children were doing.

Though counselling was conducted
many times, they repeatedly ragged the
first year students. Hence, they have
been suspended for six months,” said
Dr. Sarjeev Singh Yadav, Principal and
HOD, Department of Conservative
Dentistry and Endodontics, Govern-
ment Dental College. The letter of the
juniors accessed by Deccan Chronicle
explained that around 40 students were
staying in the hostel building, and most
of the first-year BDS students were
allegedly subjected to harassment. It
stated: “In the odd hours, seniors call
us to bring orders from outside, bring
alcohol, cigarettes, fill water in cool-
ers, and bring five-litre water cans for
drinking purposes. If sometimes we fail
to do so, they make us do sit-ups and
wall chairs, do not allow us to attend
classes, and make us stay in the hostel
to do their work. They also make us
bring food and curries from various
places irrespective of the time, by wal
king.” An intern who had completed
BDS and was pursuing internship re-
portedly tried to resolve the issue.

Telangana ministers take Palle Velugu bus ride to tout Mana Lakshm\ Jains

Hyderabad Two Telangana cabinet ministers traveled
in a TGSRTC Palle Velugu bus in Karimnagar district
on Wednesday, June 17, interacting with passengers
and reaffirming the state government’s commitments
on public welfare, education, and transport. Transport
and BC Welfare Minister Ponnam Prabhakar and SC,
ST, Minority and Disabled Persons Welfare Minister
Adluri Laxman Kumar boarded the bus at Thimmapur
Vaageshwari Engineering College and traveled to the
NTR statue in the district headquarters, speaking with
commuters along the way about their experience of
the free bus service. Under the Maha Lakshmi scheme,
launched in December 2023, TGSRTC Palle Velugu
and express buses provide free travel to women, girls
and transgender persons across Telangana. Ponnam
Prabhakar said ridership had risen sharply since the
scheme’s launch, prompting the government to procure
new buses. He said women had not only been given
free travel but had also been made owners of RTC
buses, and that longstanding worker grievances were

being resolved under Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy.
He added that trade union elections were underway
and that winning representatives would be integrated
into the officers’ committee upon their conclusion. The
minister also said pre-primary schools had been started
this year and a breakfast milk scheme launched in gov-
ernment schools. He said Telangana was the only state
in the country to have both granted women free RTC
travel and made them bus owners. He added that the
government would consider extending free travel to
students presenting NEET hall tickets on the day of
the examination, scheduled for the 21st of this month.
Adluri Laxman Kumar, addressing the opposition, said
the BRS had failed to govern adequately during its 2014—
2023 tenure and accused the previous government of
limiting welfare spending to diet charges for hostel stu-
dents. He said the current administration was provid-
ing facilities to 27 lakh students and alleged Rs 1,142
crore in under-procurement in BC and social welfare
during the BRS era, with Rs 2,000 crore in corruption.
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Panel set up to oversee farming operations,
procurement across Telangana

OHYDERABAD: Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
on Tuesday directed officials to prepare a compre-
hensive action plan covering the entire agricultural
cycle, from seed distribution to crop procurement, and
announced the formation of a high-level committee to
monitor farming operations across Telangana. Chair-
ing a review meeting on agriculture, Revanth instructed

officials to ensure seamless coordi-
nation between the Agriculture and
Civil Supplies departments and plan-
ning authorities. The committee,
headed by the agriculture secretary,
will oversee seed distribution, sow-
ing, farmer registration, crop data
collection, yield estimation and pro-
curement. It will also promote the
use of modern technology in farm-
ing and ensure accurate field-level
verification of cultivation across the
state. The chief minister stressed the
need for advance planning to tackle
procurement-related challenges, in-
cluding unseasonal rains, transpor-
tation, storage and marketing, while
ensuring farmers receive the Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP) for their
produce. Following the state’s deci-
sion to offer a bonus of " 500 per quin-
tal of fine variety paddy, Revanth
directed officials to make seven
identified paddy seed varieties avail-
able at subsidised rates through
Rythu Vedikas. Farmers will also be

able to register their details and pur-
chase seeds and fertilisers at these
centres. Revenue and police person-
nel will be deployed alongside agri-
culture officials at each Rythu
Vedika, with additional collectors
overseeing their functioning. Calling
for greater use of technology, the
chief minister asked officials to in-
tegrate Al-based systems into agri-
cultural operations. He reviewed the
pilot project being implemented in
Dammapeta mandal of Bhadradri
Kothagudem district and suggested
expanding it if it benefits farmers.
Revanth also directed officials to in-
troduce an app-based fertiliser
booking system and asked Agricul-
ture Minister ~ Thummala
Nageshwara Rao to press the Union
government for adequate fertiliser
allocations during the kharif season.
He further instructed officials to re-
duce losses in MARKFED,
strengthen OIL FED and ensure
timely payments to dairy farmers.

RN

Ready to resg 1f you prove
alegations, says mimiser Adhun

HYDERABAD: Hitting back at BRS leader T
Harish Rao for alleging a "2,000 crore Welfare
department tenders scam, SC, ST and Minority
Welfare Minister Adluri Laxman Kumar on Tues-
day dared the former to prove his claims. “The
BRS leader has repeatedly been claiming that a
scam worth ‘2,000 crore took place but failed to
provide any evidence. I am ready to visit any
place of his choice. If he proves his allegations, |
will resign as minister on the spot,” the minister
said. Terming the allegations as “false”, Laxman
asserted that he has never indulged in corruption
and that he does not know “how to loot or hide
public money”. “The present government is not
like the previous BRS regime, when decisions
used to be taken without informing the ministers
concerned. In the Revanth Reddy government,
ministers have complete freedom and are fully
involved in decision-making,” he said.

Hyderabad:Former irri-
gation minister and senior
BRS leader T. Harish
Rao on Wednesday ex-
pressed hope that the
Polavaram Project Au-
thority (PPA), under the
Government of India,
which acknowledged “the
gravity of the concerns”
he raised on behalf of the
people of Telangana in a
letter to PPA and will ex-
ecute all promised flood-
mitigation, protection, re-
habilitation and resettle-
ment measures to ensure
that no village, farmer,
agricultural land, liveliho
od, or family in Telangana
will suffer on account of
Andhra Pradesh’s Pola
varam Project. Harish
Rao, in a statement, said
following his letter to the
PPA on the critical need
to protect upstream habi-
tations in Telangana from
submergence and back-
water effects of the
project, the Authority re-

Agriulur department
cracks down onderliser
prceviolatons

Kagaznagar: Mandal
Agriculture Officer
Ramakrishna conducted
surprise inspections of
fertiliser shops in Kaga
znagar on Wedn esday
and directed dealers to
sell fertilisers only at
government-fixed
prices. He warned that
strict action, inclu ding
cancellation of licences,
would be tak en against
dealers found charging
rates above the pre-
scribed prices. The
officer said adequ ate
fertiliser stocks were
available at all centres
to ensure unint errupted
supply to farmers.

o -

ADILABAD: Andhra Pradesh's Dep
uty Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan on
Wednesday met Ponugoti Niranjan,
17, alias Gabbar Singh of Hanamkon
da, who was reported to be suffering
from a rare disease. Heavy security

7| Polavaram Impact
by Project Aut

from the Telananga police was evident
for Pawan Kalyan’s tour of Hanam
konda. Niranjan was an ardent fan who
regularly watched Pawan Kalyan’s mo
vies. Nirajan has been bedridden for
the last three years with the affliction

o

on TG Vahidat
hority: Harish

sponded that all these issues were receiving top pri-
ority and attention. He said the PPA had, in its as-
surance to Telangana at the inter-state meeting on
April 8,2025, has said that all areas within Telangana
likely to be affected up to the Full Reservoir Level
(FRL) of the Polavaram Project will either be fully
protected through robust engineering safeguards or
acquired in accordance with the applicable Reha-
bilitation and Resettlement (R&R) provisions. He said
PPA’s response validates the long-standing concerns
raised by Telangana, adding that the formal assur-
ance given by PPA, a statutory authority of Govern-
ment of India, is a significant step towards safeguard-
ing the interests of the affected people.

of a rare disease -- Duch
enne Muscular Dystro-
phy—that stopped his
body growth and he look
ed like a child. Niranjan is
the son of Ponugoti Ramu
and Manasa, a couple liv-
ing in Pegadapalli Dabbal
in Hanamkonda in Gr
eater Warangal. The lo-
cals call Niranjan ‘Gabbar
Singh’ since he has been
a fan of Pawan Kalyan,
the hero in that movie. The
deputy CM visited Niranj
an’s house in Hanamko
nda and spent some time
with him, enquired about
his health and his hobbies,
and interacted with the
family members. He also
visited the Bhadrakali
temple and performed

Govt hikes DA of electricity
employees by 1.62 percent

Hyderabad: The government has increased the
Dearness Allowance (DA) of the employees
working in the power sector by 1.62 percent.
The decision is set to benefit approximately
70,804 employees across the state, according to
Deputy Chief Minister and Minister for Energy,
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka. The electricity
officials clarified that the periodic revision of
DA for power utility staff was part of the
standard administrative process.

of 1111

16 gov t braces

Irrigation projects

Hyderabad: Better late than never. Much after the Southwest Monsoon
advanced into Telangana and reached Hyderabad in the second week of
June, with its progression across the state currently sluggish and weak
due to a “weak Bay of Bengal branch”; the state government has woken
up to the dire need for de-siltation and sedimentation of all irrigation
projects. For, the Irrigation Department has belatedly found that delay in
de-siltation poses a big threat to the projects during heavy inflows in the
monsoon season. So, the Irrigation wing will undertake a detailed study of
de-siltation models being implemented in other states and examine best
practices that could be adapted to Telangana's conditions. A study of the
national framework and guidelines issued by the central government on
reservoir de-siltation and sediment management would also be done be-
fore the start of the works. At a high-level meeting, Irrigation and Civil
Supplies Minister N Uttam Kumar Reddy observed that the cost of de-
layed action could be enormous. He pointed out that severe flooding in
Punjab last year inundated 16 of the state's 22 districts, forcing the gov-
ernment to spend nearly Rs 2,000 crore on flood-related damages and
compensation. A substantial portion of such expenditure could have been
avoided through timely preventive measures, including systematic de-silt-
ation and restoration of drainage and storage capacities, he opined.

13 Chiden Hosptazed
afe Eaig Panpuri
Reanma Sl

Rajanna Sircilla:
Around 15 children
were hospitalised after
consuming panipuri in
KCR Nagar Colony, a
gated community in
Thangall apally Mandal,
Rajanna Sircilla district,
in a suspected case of
food poisoning. Ac-
cording to
Thangallapally police,
the children and their
family members had
consumed panipuri
from a street vendor
who entered the colony
to sell itand 15 children
later developed symp-
toms including vomiting
and diarrhoea. They
were immediately
shifted to the Civil
Hospital in Rajanna
Sircilla district and are
undergoing treatment.

puja. Kalyan thanked
chief minister Revanth
Reddy and the Telangana
police for their help dur-
ing his Hanamkonda and
Warangal tour. He
thanked the people of
Telangana for showing
their love and affection
towards him and said he
was always inspired by
the love and affection and
blessing of the Telangana
people. The AP deputy
CM wished for the early
recovery of Nirajan with
blessings from Lord
Venkateshwara Swamy
and Bhadrakali. “I wish to
see Niranjan in good
health and happy, recov-
ering from the rare dis-
ease soon,” he stated.

Telangana ramfal defet urmg carly
monsoon wors e n past E Nino yer

HYDERABAD: Telangana is witnessing one of
its most unusual monsoon starts in recent years,
with the southwest monsoon virtually coming to a
standstill after entering the state and leaving it with
a 23% rainfall deficit midway through June. What
is worrying meteorologists, however, is not merely
the deficit itself but the stage at which it has ap-
peared. The looming danger can be assessed from
the fact that several previous El Nino years, in-
cluding some that eventually ended in drought, did
not witness such a sharp rainfall shortfall this early
in the season. With 27 of Telangana’s 33 districts
already under rainfall deficit and the monsoon yet
to cover nearly half the state, weather experts say
the current pattern is raising concerns about how
the remainder of the season could unfold. The
southwest monsoon entered Telangana on June 8
through southern parts of the state. However, in-
stead of progressing steadily across the state as it
normally does, the monsoon slowed dramatically
within days. After a brief advance around June 13
and 14, it stalled again, leaving nearly half'the state
outside the monsoon zone. Even after nearly 10
days since its onset, the monsoon has managed to
cover only about 50% of Telangana, an exception-
ally slow pace for this time of the year. Under nor-
mal circumstances, the monsoon would have swept
across the entire state by now and advanced well
into central India. Meteorologists say the present
situation stands out when compared with previous
El Nino years. An analysis of IMD rainfall data
shows that June 2015, one of the strongest El Nino
events on record, recorded rainfall 14% above
normal across India. In 2002 and 2004, both re-
membered for drought conditions later in the sea-
son, June rainfall remained near normal, with defi-
cits emerging only during subsequent months. Even
in 2023, the most recent El Nino year, June rainfall
remained within the IMD’s normal range despite
ending slightly below average. Only in 2009 and
2014 did June rainfall collapse sharply.
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(Il calls cyber criminals “parasies’
says they must be locked 1 prsons

NEW DELHI: Denying
bail to an accused in a
cyber fraud case, the
Supreme Court on
Wednesday termed
cyber criminals “para-
sites” who cheat people
of huge amounts and
said society’s interest lies
in keeping them in cus-
tody (behind bars) during
the trial. “You guys (cyb
er fraudsters) are para-
sites who dupe investors
of crores of rupees. With
cybercrimi nals we have
to be very harsh. Your
victims are always pan-
Indians. You cheat some-
one in Tamil Nadu then
you go to Jammu...
Society’s interest is only
that you should be inside
jail”, said a partial-work-
ing day bench led by the
Chief Justice of India

Surya Kant while dismiss-
ing the plea. The bench,
also comprising Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and
Sandeep Mehta, turned
down the bail plea of the
man arrested for allegedly
cheating multiple victims
through fake banking por-
tals and phishing links.
The alleged fraud in the
case is over Rs 3 crore.
“These are parasites who
misuse technology to loot
ordinary citizens. Such
crimes shake public con-
fidence in digital transac-
tions. Keeping them be-
hind bars serves the larger
societal interest,” the
bench remarked. The pe-
titioner had moved the
apex court seeking bail,
citing long detention and
the fact that co-accused
had been granted bail by

the High Court. On the
other hand, the Delhi Po-
lice opposed the bail plea
by calling him the “mas-
termind” of an interstate
racket who evaded arrest
for months. The court ob-
served that probe findings
showed a network of mule
bank accounts, SIM cards
obtained on forged docu-
ments, and systematic
laundering of funds. “Eco-
nomic offences like these
are premeditated and
cause deep harm to soci-
ety. They stand on a dif-
ferent footing from other
crimes,” the bench noted.
While declining bail, the
court said delay in trial
cannot be a ground for
release given the gravity
of allegations. It asked the
trial court to finish the
case within a year.

[ndia's defence production surges

toRs 1.78 lakh cr n 2025-26

~ali” TN

New Delhi: India's an-
nual defence production
touched an all-time high
of Rs 1.78 lakh crore in
the financial year 2025-
26, the defence ministry
said on Wednesday. The
milestone represents a
15.6 per cent growth
over the previous fiscal
year's output of Rs 1.54
lakh crore and a stag-
gering 110 per cent in-
crease since 2020-21
when the figure was Rs
84,643 crore, it said.
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said the
"remarkable rise" in
India's defence produc-
tion in recent years is

Amit Shah for use ofAI to crack cyber crimes

including Al, to facilitate faster cornplalnt registration, intel
ligent call routing and more effective grievance manage-
ment. He said the revamped system should significantly
enhance service delivery and response capabilities for
citizens affected by cyber crimes. Shah said that the
Centre was committed of building a secure, technology-
driven and citizen-centric cyber security framework. He
told officials that the 1930 call centres, operating across
states and Union territories, be strengthened through
improved technological and operational upgrades. The
Union Ministry of Home Affairs will provide support for
hardware and technology enhancements for the helpline
framework, while the states and UTs will be asked to
ensure adequate staffing at call centres. Shah asked
officials to leverage interactive software systems, espe-
cially for voice response, at the call centres. This feature
can help ensure easy transfer of calls to the relevant aut
horities without troubling the complainant to locate them,
the ministry said. The minister also ordered the creation of
anational call centre within the 1930 framework that will
address complaints that remain unanswered at the state
level. The meeting also reviewed the performance of the
Citizen Financial Cyber Fraud Reporting and Management
System (CFCFRMY), a key initiative of the Union home
ministry aimed at tackling cyber financial fraud.

NEW DELHI: Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Wednesday
directed modernisation of the National Cyber Crime Helpline 1930
and integration of artificial intelligence (Al) and advanced technolo-
gies with it to strengthen the country’s cyber crime response system.
He issued the directions at a review meeting in the national capital.
Describing the 1930 helpline as a crucial platform for citizens to
report cyber crimes conveniently, Shah stressed that every complain-
ant must receive prompt support. He underscored that no complaint
should remain unattended or pending and directed officials to further
improve efficiency. The home minister instructed officials that the
helpline be upgraded through the adoption of advanced technologies,

the result of the collective
efforts of the Department
of Defence Production
and all other stakeholders.
"This upward trajectory is
a clear indicator of the
country's expanding de-
fence industrial base," he
said. "With sustained

policy support, several
new initiatives, increased
private sector participa-
tion, and growing export
capabilities, the defence
production sector is
poised for continued ac-
celeration in the years
ahead," he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi To Pror
elng’ In Kolkata Ahead Of

Yoga is very essential for our
body as it helps to keep our body
healthy and keep away from any
kind of illness. And, in case, body
suffers from any illness, yoga
makes our immune system strong
enough to fight any foreign bac-
teria or virus. It not only helps our
body but mind too. With the prac-
tice of yoga, one can calm his or
her mind and can deal with any
pressurised situations or circum-
stances. With the aim of spread-
ing its significance PM Modi
talked about Yoga and its prac-
tices in the United Nations in
2014, which led to the adoption
of'the international observance of
yoga. In 2026, we will be cel-
ebrating 12th International Yoga
Day which will be led by PM
Modi in Kolkata on June 21,
2026.PM Modi to lead 12th In-
ternational Yoga Day in Kolkata's
historic Red Road on Sunday,
June 21, 2026. The theme for this
year focuses on Yoga for Healthy
Ageing. This year's theme was
announced by Ministry of Ayush
and supported by the United Na-
tions. It aims to highlight how
yoga can promote longevity,
healthy life, mobility, and preven-

thin
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tive health care across a person's lifespan.Ministry
of Ayush, Prataprao Jadhav announced the Inter-
national Yoga Day 2026 theme in Delhi while ad-
dressing the curtain-raiser on May 15, 2026. Mr
Jadhav said that yoga plays a crucial role in our
life. It helps people to lead healthy, active, self-
reliant and mentally resilient as they age. He fur-
ther added that with the help of coordination by
the Indian Council for Cultural Research (ICCR),
more than 210 Indian missions abroad are
organising Yoga Day programmes at nearly 2,500
sites worldwide. It demonstrates how yoga has
transcended India’s cultural heritage to become a

lote "Yoa For Health
ernational Yooa Da
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shared global movement for health and
wellness.Ministry of Ayush shared PM Modi
2026 yoga clip on X and wrote, "Yoga is an
invaluable gift from India to the world, con-
tinuously inspiring millions of people toward
optimal health. The main event of the Inter-
national Day of Yoga (IDY) 2026 will be held
at 'Red Road' in Kolkata, uniting the entire
world in a thread of well-being and harmony.
This year's theme is 'Yoga for Healthy Age-
ing', which promotes physical strength and
mental peace. Come, let us adopt yoga and
build a disease-free and healthy society!"

) FIRs Filed Against Abhishek Banerjee Over
Alleged Rs 330 Cror

Two separate FIRs alleging corrup-
tion worth a combined Rs 550 crore
have been registered against Trinam
ool Congress national general secre-
tary and Diamond Harbour MP Abh
ishek Banerjee following a complaint
by BJP leader Abhijit Das (Babi), ac-
cording to the allegations outlined in
the complaints. The cases, registered
at police stations in South 24 Parg
anas district, relate to alleged illegal
soil excavation worth Rs 300 crore
and an alleged Rs 250 crore irregu-
larity in the distribution of relief ma-
terials during Cyclone Amphan.
The first FIR was lodged at Kalitala
Ashuti Police Station and names Abh
ishek Banerjee, his private secretary
Sumit Roy, Bishnupur Trinam ool
MLA Dilip Mondal and 20 others as
accused. According to the compla int,
around 163 bighas of agricultural land
were illegally excavated from 2017
onwards, with fertile topsoil allegedly

Secunty forces seize arms, destroy bunkers
durimg seach operafions in Manipur's Kangpokpi

Security forces conducted large-scale search op-
erations in at least four violence-hit villages in
Manipur's Kangpokpi district and recovered a cache
of'arms and ammunition, police said on Thursday.
At least thirty illegal bunkers were also destroyed
during the operations on Wednesday at Leilon
Vaiphei, Leilon Khunou, L. Munlui and Konsakhul
villages within the jurisdiction of the Leimakhong

¢ Commuption Cases

sold for commercial purposes through an organised network. The
complainant alleged that the activity intensified during 2022 and
2023, generating illegal gains exceeding Rs 300 crore. To support
the allegations, satellite images and other documents were report-
edly submitted to the police, with the complainant claiming they
show extensive land alteration and large-scale soil extraction. The
complaint further alleges that the activities caused significant en-
vironmental damage and harmed agricultural land, while authori-
ties failed to act despite complaints from local residents.

Threg Nihang pilgrims
remanded n Judicil
custody af tr
Karnaprayag clash

DEHRADUN: Three of
the four Nihang pilgrims
arrested following a vio-
lent clash with local trad-
ers in Karnaprayag have
been remanded in judicial
custody, while the fourth
remains under police
guard in hospital. The in-
cident took place on
Tuesday near Krishna
Palace  Hotel in
Karnaprayag, Chamoli
district, as a group of pil-
grims was returning from
the Hemkund Sahib
Yatra. A verbal alterca-
tion with local shopkeep-
ers allegedly escalated
into violence. Police said
four pilgrims allegedly
attacked local residents
with swords and kirpans.

Police Station, a police statement said
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The First Five Years:
Where Human Poentil Begi

- -

We continue to treat early childhood as a prelude to “real education,” a
waiting room before schooling begins. But science, developmental research,
and decades of global evidence tell us something profoundly different, the
first five years are not preparation for learning. They are the foundation of
learning itself. The scale of what unfolds during this period is extraordi-
nary. The first 1,000 days from conception to a child’s second birthday are
recognised by WHO and UNICEEF as a critical window of opportunity for
growth and development. The years that follow extend this developmental
arc into roughly the first 3,000 days of life, shaping brain architecture, cog-
nitive ability, emotional regulation, physical health, and social competence.
During the first 1,000 days, most neural connections are formed, and nearly
85% of brain development takes place. What happens or fails to happen
during this period can leave effects that are enduring, sometimes irrevers-
ible. Learning, therefore, begins long before a child recognises letters or
numbers. It begins in touch, rhythm, eye contact, language, play, and emo-
tional security.By the early years, the blueprint is already being drawn.
Why does this matter so urgently today?

A nation does not secure its future in stock markets, policy corridors, or
technology parks alone. It secures it in nurseries, kitchens, playgrounds,
and quiet bedtime conversations in the invisible yet astonishing work of a
child’s developing brain. If India aspires to become a Viksit Bharat and a
$30 trillion economy by 2047, the most strategic investment it can make
may not lie in infrastructure alone but in the earliest years of human devel-
opment. Yet, this is precisely where our collective attention often falters.
Because we are confronting a paradox of modern childhood, families have
unprecedented access to information, yet developmental vulnerabilities are
rising across socioeconomic groups. We often associate developmental
risk with poverty alone. Still, increasingly, children from middle- and higher-
income households face a different constellation of challenges: excessive
screen exposure, obesity, physical inactivity, delayed social skills, emotional
difficulties, and behavioural concerns. In this environment, education risks
becoming narrowly transactional, a hurried pursuit of academic readiness
detached from developmental readiness.

But early learning is not an industrial process in which knowledge is effi-
ciently installed into young minds. It is more akin to cultivating a living
ecosystem. Growth requires nourishment, responsive relationships, move-
ment, language-rich environments, and emotional safety. Childhood cannot
be accelerated without cost. The evidence for investing early is compel-
ling, but it is not merely statistical; it is civilizational. Children who grow up
well-nourished, emotionally secure, and cognitively stimulated are more
likely to complete education, acquire skills, participate meaningfully in the
workforce, and earn higher incomes.

(smania University secures four
International IS0 certifications from BIS

Hyderabad: The Osmania University (OU) has created
a new record of its sort by securing four internationally
recognised ISO certifications from the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS). The certifications are ISO 21001:2018
— Educational Organizations Management System, ISO
Environmental Management System, [ISO
50001:2018 — Energy Management System and SO
22000:2018 — Food Safety Management System.These
certifications, the university administration said, reflect
the university’s dedication to implementing world-class
education, environmental conservation, energy efficiency,
food safety, and internationally accepted management
practices. OU Vice-Chancellor Prof. Kumar Molugaram
said, “By adopting contemporary global standards, we
are preparing Osmania to face future challenges. We are
shaping the university to compete internationally and to
meet the needs of students and society”. BIS Chennai
Deputy Director General (Southern Region) & Scientist
‘F’ Sandeep Kumar Kanojia said securing these rigorous

14001:2015 -

international certifications is a magnificent achievement. “However,
this is only the beginning of the quality journey, not the destination.
The real success lies in continuously maintaining and further develop-
ing these quality standards,” he added.

Scholarship applications open
forworkers”chuldren

Hyderabad: The Government of India’s
Labour Welfare Organisation has invited
online applications for educational scholar-
ships for the children of Beedi, Mine, and
Cine workers for the academic year 2026—
27. The notification, issued by the Office of
the Welfare Commissioner in Hyderabad,
applies to students studying in Government
and Government-recognised institutions
across Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. The
scholarships cover children of Beedi Work-
ers, Limestone and Dolomite Mine Workers,
Iron Ore, Manganese Ore and Chrome Ore
Mine Workers, Mica Mine Workers, and
Cine Workers. Eligible students from Class |
to X for Pre-Matric and Class XI to Profes-
sional Degree courses for Post-Matric must
apply through the National Scholarship
Portal. The last date for Pre-Matric applica-
tions is 31 August 2026, whilst Post-Matric
applications can be submitted until 31
October 2026. Applicants may seek techni-
cal support through the NSP Helpdesk at
0120-6619540 or helpdesk@nsp.gov.in. For
additional details, students may contact the
Office of the Welfare Commissioner, Labour
Welfare Organisation, Room No 54,
Kendriya Sadan, Sultan Bazar, Koti,
Hyderabad — 500001, Tel 040-29561297,
Email welwohyd@nic.in, or visit the nearest
departmental dispensary. The Welfare
Commissioner urged all eligible students,
parents, and guardians to submit applications
well before deadlines.
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GITAM Hyderabad opens adimissions for
2026-27, launches School of Education

Hyderabad: GITAM
Deemed to be Univer-
sity, Hyderabad, has an-
nounced admissions for
its undergraduate and
postgraduate program
mes for the academic
year 2026—-27. The Uni-
versity has also
launched its School of
Education, further ex-
panding its
multidisciplinary learn-
ing ecosystem. The
Hydera bad campus has
introduced several new
prog rammes this year,
including BBA (Entre-

preneurship) in associa-
tion with the Bower

School of Entr
epreneurship, B.A. B.Ed.
and B.Sc. B.Ed. under
the Integrated Teacher
Education Programme
(ITEP), B.Sc. Microbiol-
ogy, M.Sc. Biotechnol-
ogy, M.Tech. Robotics
and Artificial Intelligence,
and M.Pharm in Indus-
trial Pharmacy. Admis-
sions are open through
GAT 2026 and recognised
national and state-level
entrance examinations,
including TG EAPCET,

AP EAPCET, NCET,
NATA, JEE, CUET,
GMAT, CAT, and others.
Students can avail of
scholarships of up to
100%, covering tuition
fees, food, and accommo-
dation, based on merit and
performance in qualifying
examinations. The GITA
M Admission Test (GAT
2026), a national-level en-
trance examination con-
ducted by the University,
1s scheduled for June 28,
in online mode across In-
dia. The last date to apply
is June 26.

FreReestmens For NEET A o 7 Exam e

NEET UG 2026 Re-Exam: Ahead of the NEET UG 2026
re-examination scheduled for June 21, the Delhi government
has announced a series of measures to support candidates
and their families on exam day. Special cooling zones will be
setup at all 97 examination centres across the national capital.
According to the Delhi CM Rekha Gupta, the cooling zones
will be equipped with seating arrangements, clean drinking
water, shikanji, oral rehydration solution (ORS), tea, first-aid
facilities, and other essential amenities. The initiative aims to
ensure that parents and family members accompanying can-
didates can wait comfortably during the examination. In addi-
tion to these facilities, the Delhi government has also arranged

free travel for NEET candidates on Delhi Transport Corpora-
tion (DTC) buses. The move is intended to help students reach
their examination centres without facing transportation-related
difficulties. The government stated that these arrangements are
part of its efforts to create a supportive and stress-free envi-
ronment for students appearing in one of the country's most
competitive entrance examinations. Extending her best wishes
to all aspirants, Chief Minister Rekha Gupta encouraged stu-
dents to approach the examination with confidence, focus, and
dedication. She expressed hope that their hard work and deter-
mination would pave the way for a bright future and contribute
to the progress of their families, Delhi, and the nation.
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r-Biotech Expansion at Blarat Inovaes

try), highlighting how homegrown Indian innovations are build-
ing powerful global partnerships.

Reflecting on the milestone, Dr. Markandeya Gorantla empha-
sized a shifting paradigm for Indian science:

"For decades, India has been known for generics and cost-ef-
fective manufacturing. The next chapter is about creating first-
in-class technologies and globally relevant intellectual property
from Indian laboratories. Bharat Innovates 2026 demonstrates
that Indian science can compete globally, and we are proud that
our journey began at the University of Hyderabad.

ATGC’s revolutionary approach is built around a unique core
philosophy: “Taming the insect world to feed the human world.”
Instead of using conventional, destructive insecticides to kill pests,
the company utilizes species-specific pheromone signals to safely
manipulate insect behaviour. This disrupts mating cycles and
prevents subsequent pest generations—a breakthrough concept
trademarked as “Insect Family Planning™ for Sustainable Ag-
riculture.” To date, this highly sustainable technology has been
successfully deployed across more than 200,000 acres and is
being actively commercialized through cross-border partnerships
spanning Europe, the Americas, Asia, and other major interna-
tional markets. The extraordinary achievements of Dr.
Markandeya Gorantla and Dr. V.B. Reddy at Bharat Innovates
2026 showcases the profound capabilities of University of
Hyderabad alumni. Their ability to translate academic lab re-
search into scalable, commercial innovations directly addresses
the world's pressing challenges in food security, environmental
stewardship, and sustainable technological collaboration.

(lobal Recognton;Unvesty of Hycerabad Alumni Lea

- MICE,FRAN E114-1lJHHE 2026 |

Among the select group of 120 high-potential deep-tech startups
representing India's rising leadership in innovation and entre-
preneurship was ATGC Biotech Pvt. Ltd., a pioneering com-
pany co-founded by two distinguished UoH alumni, Dr.
Markandeya Gorantla and Dr. V.B. Reddy.

The event took place alongside high-level India—France bilat-
eral engagements organized during Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s visit to France. Bharat Innovates 2026 served as an
elite gathering point for India’s most promising minds across
biotechnology, healthcare, artificial intelligence, semiconductors,
sustainability, space technology, and advanced manufacturing.
Both founders trace their scientific roots back to the Depart-
ment of Plant Sciences at the University of Hyderabad: Dr.
Markandeya Gorantla completed his Ph.D. in Plant Sciences
(2000-2004) and served as a Senior Research Fellow (2000—
2002) in the department. He currently serves as the Chairman
& Managing Director of ATGC Biotech. Dr. V.B. Reddy earned
his M.Sc. in Plant Sciences (2000-2002), followed by an Ad-
vanced Post-Graduate Diploma in Bioinformatics (2002—2003),
and completed his Ph.D. in Plant Sciences (2003—2007) at the
University. He now serves as the company's Executive Direc-
tor. Originally founded in Genome Valley, Hyderabad, ATGC
Biotech has grown into one of India’s leading agricultural bio-
technology enterprises, specializing in pheromone-based crop
protection and sustainable agriculture. At the event in Nice, the
UoH alumni-led delegation announced two major international
agreements that underscore the global demand for Indian intel-
lectual property:1. Licensing with Albaugh Europe: ATGC ex-

changed a licensing agreement with Albaugh Europe (a division of the US-head-
quartered Albaugh Group) covering six proprietary crop protection products pow-
ered by ATGC’s patented CREMIT pheromone technology platform.

2. Global Joint Venture: The company solidified its international footprint through
SEMIOPHORE LTD., a joint venture with Luxembourg Industries Ltd., which
will advance a portfolio of 18 products specifically tailored for global agricultural
markets. These landmark agreements were exchanged in the presence of Prof.
Ajay Kumar Sood (Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India) and
Dr. Manish Diwan (Head — RFID, BIRAC). Additionally, the ATGC delegation
interacted with Shri Piyush Goyal (Hon’ble Minister of Commerce and Indus-
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Maternal Health Awareness

health concerns many pregnant

women raise during check-ups
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From low haemoglobin to fatigue and emotional changes,
doctors explain the everyday health concerns pregnant
women often raise during clinic visits.Maternal Health
Awareness Day, observed on January 23, is less about big
statistics and more about everyday realities. What expec-
tant mothers mention during routine check-ups. The small
complaints that show up early. The signs that often get
ignored until they start affecting daily life.Speaking to India
TV, Dr. Sushruta Mokadam, Senior Consultant -
Obstetrician & Gynaecologist at Motherhood Hospitals,
and Dr. Sabine Kapasi, CEO of Enira Consulting Pvt Ltd,
Founder of ROPAN Healthcare and a UN advisor, shared
the concerns they hear most often from pregnant women.
Together, their inputs reflect the common health issues
women raise in clinics today, and why paying attention to
them early matters.

5 common health concerns doctors hear from preg-
nant women

1. Low haemoglobin and nutrition issues during pregnancy
Anaemia continues to be one of the most common con-
cerns raised during antenatal visits. According to Dr.
Mokadam, low haemoglobin levels are frequently linked to
inadequate iron intake and delayed testing.

“‘Women are now commonly reporting low haemoglobin
levels because of inadequate iron intake,” she says.
“Including iron-rich foods like spinach, lentils and beans,
along with supplements as advised, is essential. Regular
blood tests help ensure haemoglobin stays within the rec-
ommended range,” she explains.Dr. Kapasi also highlights
anaemia as a systemic risk, noting that when it goes
unchecked, it can weaken immunity and complicate both
delivery and recovery.

2. Blood sugar and blood pressure problems in pregnancy
Gestational diabetes and pregnancy-induced hypertension
are being detected more often, largely because screening
has improved.

“Timely screening, dietary control and regular monitoring
are key,” Dr. Mokadam says. When these conditions are
identified early, they can usually be managed without major
complications.

From a public health perspective, Dr. Kapasi adds that high
blood pressure remains one of the leading contributors to
maternal complications, particularly when follow-up care is
inconsistent.

3. Feeling exhausted during pregnancy

Feeling exhausted is not unusual during pregnancy, espe-
cially in the first and third trimesters. Hormonal shifts,
anaemia, rising nutritional demands and poor sleep all play
a role.“Many women feel constantly tired,” says Dr.
Mokadam. “Rest, proper nutrition and iron supplementation
make a real difference,” she notes. She also stresses that
fatigue should not always be brushed aside, as it can sig-
nal underlying deficiencies.

4. Back pain and body aches during pregnancy

As pregnancy progresses, posture changes and added
weight place pressure on the back and joints. Dr. Mokadam
notes that prolonged sitting, weak core muscles and lack of
movement often worsen discomfort.
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Heartburn is not

harmless: \When

GERD needs medical attention

Heartburn is not always harmless. Learn when
GERD needs medical attention, its warning signs,
complications, and when to consult a doctor to
prevent serious digestive issues.There are a large
number of people who suffer from acidity and a
burning sensation in the chest. Though this may
seem common, persistent heartburn can signal
gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) and
should not be ignored. Here, the expert helps you
to understand everything about GERD, so that you
can seek timely intervention without fail.

Acidity and heartburn cases are rising at a rapid
rate, from children to adults to older people. These
conditions can be unpleasant and affect one's
peace of mind. Heartburn is often brushed off as a
minor digestive issue caused by the intake of spicy
food or irregular meals. Many people tend to
swear by home remedies or over-the-counter
antacids for quick relief. However, when heartburn
becomes frequent or severe, it may be a sign of
gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD).

Yes, that’s right! Did you know? GERD is a chron-
ic condition where acid from the stomach repeat-
edly flows back into the oesophagus, irritating its
lining. If left untreated, it can lead to serious health

problems and affect daily quality of life. Not many
are aware of this condition called GERD.
Understanding the risk factors for GERD:

Dr Aparna Govil Bhasker, Consultant Bariatric,
Hernia and Laparoscopic Surgeon, MetaHeal -
Laparoscopy and Bariatric Surgery Centre,
Mumbai; Saifee, Apollo, and Namaha Hospitals,
Mumbai, obesity, smoking, alcohol intake, stress,
pregnancy, and conditions like diabetes can raise
the chances of GERD. Moreover, eating late at
night, lying down soon after meals, and frequently
consuming fatty or spicy foods can also increase
the risk of GERD.

Signs and symptoms of GERD:

Burning sensation in the chest, sour taste in the
mouth, frequent burping, bloating, and regurgita-
tion of food or acid. Some people may also expe-
rience chronic cough, hoarseness of voice, throat
irritation, or difficulty in swallowing.

Heartburn is not harmless: When GERD needs
medical attention

Occasional heartburn after a heavy meal may not
be of concern. However, GERD should be sus-
pected when symptoms tend to appear 2-3 times
a week, disturb sleep, or interfere with routine
activities and impact the overall well-being.

A person can also suffer from chest pain that mim-
ics heart pain, unintentional weight loss, vomiting,
black stools, or pain while swallowing. Long-stand-
ing GERD can damage the food pipe and may
lead to complications such as esophagitis, stric-
tures, ulcers, or Barrett’'s oesophagus, a condition
that increases the risk of oesophageal cancer.
Hence, if you wish to avoid complications, take
charge of your health and seek immediate care.
Timely management is important when heartburn
does not improve with lifestyle changes or regular
antacids. If you are suffering from these symp-
toms, please do not ignore them or self-medicate.
You must see a doctor immediately.

hould blood pressure medicines be stopped once
readings turn normal? Mumbai cardioloqgist explains

Many patients stop blood pressure
medicines once their readings
return to normal. Mumbai-based
cardiologist Dr Parin Sangoi
explains why this can be risky, how
untreated hypertension damages
organs silently, and why medication
decisions should always be guided
by medical advice.Many people still
believe that daily blood pressure
medication can harm the kidneys.
Dr Parin Sangoi, a consultant inter-
ventional cardiologist at Wockhardt
Hospitals, Mumbai Central, says

this belief is incorrect.“Blood pres-
sure medicines do not damage the
kidneys. In fact, untreated high
blood pressure is a major cause of
kidney disease. When blood pres-
sure remains elevated for extended
periods, it damages the small blood
vessels in the kidneys, gradually
reducing their ability to filter waste.
This often happens quietly and may
go unnoticed for years,” Dr Sangoi
told indianexpress.com.

Why are kidney problems often dis-
covered only after blood pressure
treatment begins?

According to Dr Sangoi, kidney
damage often starts much earlier
than people realise.“In many cases,
kidney damage has already begun
by the time high blood pressure is
found. Once treatment starts and
blood pressure is controlled, rou-
tine tests may reveal existing kid-
ney issues. This timing can lead
people to wrongly blame the medi-
cines when the damage was actu-
ally caused by long-term untreated
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hypertension,” he explained.

If blood pressure readings become
normal, why should medicines not
be stopped?

Normal readings usually mean the
treatment is working. They are not
a signal to stop.“High blood pres-
sure is usually a lifelong condition.
Stopping medication suddenly can
cause blood pressure to rise again,
often without any warning symp-
toms. This sudden increase adds
stress to the heart, brain, and kid-
neys, increasing the risk of heart
attack, stroke, and further kidney
damage,” Dr Sangoi said.

How risky is it to stop blood pres-
sure medicines without medical
advice?

Stopping medication on one’s own
is one of the most serious mistakes
patients make.“Many patients stop
their medicines based on tips from
social media, friends, or because
they feel fine. This can lead to
uncontrolled blood pressure and
the quick progression of organ
damage. A doctor should always
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supervise any change in dosage or
stopping,” Dr Sangoi stressed.

Can lifestyle changes or alternative
therapies replace blood pressure
medicines?

Healthy habits do help. Diet, exer-
cise and stress management can
improve blood pressure control and
overall health.However, they should
not replace prescribed medicines
without a doctor’s guidance. In
some cases, sustained lifestyle
changes may allow a lower dose,
but stopping treatment entirely
requires careful monitoring.What is
the most important takeaway for
people living with high blood pres-
sure?

Blood pressure medicines are
meant to protect vital organs
over time.

“They prevent long-term complica-
tions rather than cause them.
Decisions about stopping or chang-
ing treatment should always be
based on medical advice, not
myths or fear,” Dr Sangoi said.
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Hair Botox Treatment for
Smoothenin
hype? Know details
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Hair Botox, this non-invasive treatment has gained popu-
larity in recent years due to its ability to treat a variety of
hair concerns such as frizziness, split ends, and lack of
shine.People are often recommended to consider Hair
Botox treatment in salons for issues such as hair fall,
breakage, and dry, curly hair. Hair Botox treatment can
indeed add volume and smooth out hair texture. Hair botox
treatment is a popular hair rejuvenation technique that
involves injecting a special formula into the hair follicles to
restore and revitalize damaged hair. The formula used in
the treatment contains a high concentration of proteins,
amino acids, and vitamins that work together to repair and
nourish the hair from within.The procedure involves apply-
ing the formula to the hair and then sealing it with heat,
allowing the ingredients to penetrate deep into the hair
shaft. This results in stronger, smoother, and more man-
ageable hair that looks healthy and vibrant. The effects of
hair botox treatment can last for several months, making it
a cost-effective and efficient solution for those looking to
improve the overall appearance and texture of their hair.
With minimal downtime and no harsh chemicals involved,
hair botox treatment is a safe and effective option for any-
one looking to achieve luscious, healthy-looking locks.
However, according to Dr Trishna Gupte, Clinical cosmetol-
ogist and Trichologist, International trainer and Head of
academics, Founder and owner of The Cosmo-Square clin-
ic, ISCA, itis important to be aware of the associated costs,
as this treatment involves chemical processes that may
lead to long-term side effects. These can potentially have
side effects including increased hair fall, hair thinning, aller-
gies for those with already dry and sensitive scalps, and
hair whitening.Opting for clinical treatments like PRP hair
and mesotherapy, under the guidance of a doctor, is a
preferable approach when addressing hair thinning. Hair
issues can stem from factors like poor nutrition or hormonal
imbalances. A healthcare professional can thoroughly
examine the scalp and hair condition, order blood work if
necessary, and prescribe medications to address deficien-
cies and hormonal imbalances.Clinical and safe treatments
like PRP hair, which involves growth factors, and
mesotherapy for hair can be recommended by a doctor to
improve thinning. When combined with mild laser therapy,
these treatments are safe and effective in stimulating and
strengthening the hair.However, it is always advisable to
take care of your hair at home with simple remedies and
follow a proper haircare routine.

- |s it worth the

5 reasons to drink celery juice for glowing skin

Drinking celery juice is a simple and effective way
to achieve glowing skin. Its high antioxidant con-
tent, hydrating properties, ability to boost collagen
production, and anti-inflammatory and detoxifying
effects make it a powerful drink for promoting
healthy and radiant skin.When it comes to achiev-
ing healthy and radiant skin, many of us turn to
expensive skincare products and treatments.
However, the key to achieving that coveted glow-
ing complexion may be found in a simple and
affordable drink of celery juice.

This humble green vegetable may not seem like
much, but it is packed with numerous health ben-
efits, including the ability to give your skin a natural
glow. In this blog, we will explore five reasons why
drinking celery juice can help you achieve glowing
skin.

Rich in Antioxidants

Celery is a rich source of antioxidants, including
vitamins A and C, which help protect the skin from
damage caused by free radicals. Free radicals are
unstable molecules that can damage cells and
lead to premature ageing, wrinkles, and dull skin.

Hydrates the Skin

One of the most important factors in achieving
glowing skin is hydration. When our skin is dehy-
drated, it can appear dry, dull, and lacklustre. This
is where celery juice comes in, it is made up of
over 95 per cent water, making it an excellent
hydrating drink for your skin.

Boosts Collagen Production

Collagen is a protein that is essential for maintain-
ing the elasticity and firmness of our skin. As we
age, our collagen production naturally decreases,
resulting in fine lines, wrinkles, and sagging skin.

Reduces Inflammation

Celery contains compounds called poly-
acetylenes, which have anti-inflammatory proper-
ties. By drinking celery juice, you can help reduce
inflammation in the body, leading to calmer and
clearer skin.

Detoxifies the Body

Celery contains a compound called coumarin,
which stimulates liver enzymes responsible for
flushing out toxins from the body. By regularly
drinking celery juice, you are aiding in the detoxifi-
cation process and promoting healthier and clear-
er skin.Aim to drink fresh celery juice every morn-
ing on an empty stomach. This allows for optimal
absorption of nutrients.Use a juicer or a high-
speed blender to make celery juice. Straining the
juice will remove any fibres and make it easier to
drink.If you find the taste of pure celery juice too
strong, you can mix it with other fruits or vegeta-
bles such as apples or cucumbers.

Mindful Skincare: Holistic

approaches that combine skincare

In a world where external pressures
and societal expectations can take
a toll on mental well-being, mindful
skincare acts as a sanctuary, a
space where individuals can recon-
nect with themselves and prioritise
their inner balance.In a fast-moving
and chaotic world, beauty is sought
after in many ways than just
appearances. The beauty business
is undergoing a radical transition
towards holistic techniques that
integrate skincare routines with
mental health as self-care becomes
more and more important. People

are being encouraged to alter their
beauty routines and focus on devel-
oping mental calm in addition to
taking care of their skin by the
emerging trend of mindful skin
care.“Mindful skin care is more than
just applying products”, said
Malvika Jain the founder of Sereko.
Psychodermatology is a philosophy
that recognises the complex rela-
tionship between our skin and men-
tal health. It acknowledges the con-
nection between emotions, stress,
and skin conditions, offering treat-
ments that combine traditional skin-
care with psychological techniques
to improve overall skin wellness.
This approach aims to manage skin
issues by considering their psycho-
logical roots, providing a holistic
approach to beauty and skincare.

One of the cornerstones of mindful
skin care is incorporating mindful-
ness techniques into your daily life.
Rooted in ancient practices like
meditation and deep breathing,
mindfulness involves being fully
present in the present moment. By
incorporating mindfulness into their
skincare routine, individuals can
transform their routine into a thera-
peutic experience that not only
addresses external skin concerns
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but also promotes mental clarity.

Moreover, cleansing is more than
just removing impurities. It is also
an opportunity to purify your mind.
You can begin or end your daily
routine peacefully by taking a deep
breath, inhaling the soothing scent
of natural detergents, and con-
sciously releasing the stress of the
day. This meditative approach
allows individuals to move from the
chaos of daily life into moments of
introspection and
renewal.Choosing skin care prod-
ucts that emphasise natural ingre-
dients is also an important aspect
of mindful skin care. Your skin
absorbs much of what is applied to
it, so the chemicals in many con-
ventional products can affect both
your skin and your overall health.
Mindful skincare focuses on using
clean, non-toxic ingredients that not
only benefit your skin but also align
with a holistic approach to health.

Aromatherapy, an ancient practice
that utilises the therapeutic proper-
ties of essential oils, is becoming
increasingly important in mindful
skin care. Incorporating certain
scents into your products, such as
relaxing lavender or invigorating cit-
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rus scents, can enhance the emo-
tional and mental aspects of your

skincare routine. Because the
olfactory system is directly connect-
ed to the brain, aromatherapy can
be an effective tool for influencing
mood and promoting a sense of
balance.Mindful skincare also
incorporates the concept of slow
beauty, which counters the prevail-
ing culture of quick fixes and quick
fixes. This approach encourages
individuals to enjoy the process and
evaluate each step of their skin
care routine, rather than viewing
skin care as a means to an end.
The goal is to create a space of
mindfulness that promotes self-love
and acceptance and reinforces the
idea that beauty is a journey, not a
destination.To conclude, it is
encouraging to see techniques in
the beauty business changing in a
way that not only makes us look
better on the outside but also nur-
tures the radiant beauty that results
from a peaceful mind. The practice
of mindful skincare encourages us
to set out on a path of self-discov-
ery, where pursuing beauty turns
into a celebration of our inner and
outer selves.
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Inci,EU ey yeae¢nd FTA after Modvon

India and the European Union aim
to conclude a long-awaited free trade
agreement by the end of the year,
European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said after talks
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on the sidelines of the G7 summit on
Wednesday. The leaders also agreed
to deepen cooperation in security and
defence, underscoring efforts to
strengthen strategic ties amid grow-
ing geopolitical uncertainty. The
meeting was also attended by Euro-
pean Council President Antonio
Costa. "Since we have concluded the
mother of all trade deals, we have
been moving fast to deliver on our
commitments. We will sign the Free
Trade Agreement by the end of the
year. And accelerate work on an in-
vestment agreement," Von der Leyen
said on social media. "We will also
step up security & defence coopera-
tion. And join forces for better con-
nectivity by advancing IMEC, the
India-Middle East-Europe Corridor,"
she said. India and the EU announced
concluding negotiations for the mega
trade deal at their summit meeting in
January in New Delhi. Meanwhile,
PM Modi also held talks with Ger-
man Chancellor Friedrich Merz, fo-
cusing on shoring up bilateral coop-
eration in areas of trade, investments
and defence. In the meeting, held on
the sidelines of the G7 summit in this
French commune, the two leaders
also exchanged views on the situa-
tion in West Asia and the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. Modi and Merz
welcomed the understanding

G Leyen talks; M meeis Merzon frade, dfenc

reached between the US and Iran to

end the conflict in West Asia. "The dis-
cussions with Federal Chancellor Merz
were very fruitful. We discussed pos-
sibilities for how we can further
strengthen bilateral cooperation
through joint efforts in the areas of
trade, investments, circular economy,
defence, IT, and other fields," Modi
said on social media. "We also talked
about how we can strengthen the cul-
tural relations between our countries,"
he said. It is not immediately known
what the discussions on defence en-
tailed. India is in the process of pro-
curing six stealth submarines. German
defence major ThyssenKrupp Marine
Systems (TKMS) and Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL) have been
holding price negotiations with the de-
fence ministry for the Euro 5 billion
deal to supply six stealth submarines
to the Indian Navy. Shortly after the
Modi-Merz talks, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) said the two lead-
ers reviewed the progress in bilateral
engagements and expressed satisfac-
tion at the renewed momentum in the
India-Germany Strategic Partnership.
They also noted the conclusion of the
negotiations between India and the
European Union for a free trade agree-
ment. "As India and Germany celeb
rate the 75th anniversary of diplomatic
ties in 2026, the two leaders reaffirmed
their commitment to further strengthen
cooperation across diverse sectors, in-
cluding trade and investment, defence
and security, green and sustainable
development, technology, innovation,
education and mobility," it said.

India s attacked and Modi 1 eader, we are gomg
0 help: Trump backs India-US defence relations

US President Donald Trump
on Wednesday, backing India-
US defence relations, stated
that Washington will help In-
dia if the nation is attacked,
provided Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is the leader.
During a bilateral meeting at
the sidelines of the 52nd G7
Summit, Trump lauded the de-
fence relations between India
and US and affirmed support
precisely for the PM Modi-led
nation during conflict situa-
tions. "I think it is a great rela-
tionship. If they were at-
tacked, we would be there to
help them. We don't have a
contract, but if they are at-
tacked and he (PM Modi) is
the leader, we are going to be
there to help. If anybody at-
tacks that man, we are going
to be there. If there is another
leader, I don't know about that,
but if they are attacked and he
is the leader, we are going to
help", Trump said.

The two leaders were seen
shaking hands after US
President's act of friendship
and support for PM Modi. Fur-
thermore, the US President
also recognised himself as a
"great friend" of India, adding
that the Indian Prime Minister
is well respected in Washing-
ton. "As long as I am Presi-
dent, they (India) have a great
friend in the White House.

FRANCE

EVian

205245

Everyone here loves India and they have tremen-
dous respect for this (PM Narendra Modi) man,"
he said. The two leaders met at the G7 Summit in
France, their first in-person talks in 16+ months, a
move past trade and geopolitical tensions and
steadying the relationship between the two democ-
racies. It started with a warm handshake at
Tuesday's G7 outreach. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Donald Trump hold a bi-
lateral meeting on the sidelines of G7 Summit 2026,
in Evian on Wednesday.By Wednesday, PM Modi
and Donald Trump were in serious talks. And
Trump even called the Prime Minister "calm and
cool." The White House had earlier confirmed that
the meeting would focus heavily on advancing the
proposed India-US trade agreement. Earlier
sources also said that PM Modi and Trump were
likely to discuss the situation in West Asia, the stra-
tegic Strait of Hormuz, energy imports from the
United States and the proposed bilateral trade

agreement during their meeting on the side-
lines of the G7 Summit in France. The sources
also said both countries are keen on building a
long-term energy partnership, with discussions
expected to focus on strengthening coopera-
tion in the energy sector amid concerns over
disruptions to global supply chains caused by
tensions in West Asia. The proposed India-
US trade deal is in its final stages, with nego-
tiations progressing steadily and work on the
agreement expected to be completed in the
coming weeks. The two nations reached an
interim trade agreement earlier in February
after a year of talks. The meeting assumes
significance as instability in the Strait of
Hormuz continues to impact global energy
markets and maritime trade. The narrow wa-
terway remains one of the world's most criti-
cal shipping routes, handling a substantial por-
tion of global oil and gas supplies.

Indtan Techie Among 12 Dead
Missourt Skydiving Plane Crash

A business jet carrying six people crashed onto a
highway in Laredo, Texas, late Tuesday night, burst-
ing into flames and triggering a dramatic rescue
effort by motorists and emergency responders.
Authorities said one person was killed in the crash,
though it was not immediately clear whether the
victim was on board the aircraft or on the ground.
The aircraft, identified as a Cessna Citation Lati-
tude twin-engine jet, went down on Loop 20 near
the Texas-Mexico border shortly after 10 p.m.,
according to Jose Baeza, an investigator with the
Laredo Police Department. The jet had departed
from Los Cabos International Airport in Mexico
earlier in the evening and crashed just miles from
Laredo International Airport. Videos shared on
social media showed the aircraft skidding down the
highway, striking a light pole before coming to rest
on its side. The impact nearly tore the plane in half,
with its tail section separating from the fuselage.
Witnesses described chaotic scenes as drivers
abandoned their vehicles and rushed to help those
trapped inside. Some bystanders used a sledgeham-
mer and shovel to try to break the cockpit window
and force open the aircraft's door. Zayra Garza,
who witnessed the crash while driving home with
coworkers, said she saw people inside attempting
to escape as flames engulfed parts of the aircraft.
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Evian: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on
Wednesday reviewed bi-
lateral cooperation and
discussed ways to restore
trade and expand eco-
nomic ties during a meet-
ing on the sidelines of the
G7 Summit in Evian,
France.Following the
meeting, PM Modi said
the two leaders discussed
various aspects of India-
Ukraine cooperation and
reaffirmed the importance

great potential for coop-
eration, and we are al-
ready implementing joint
projects. Today, we dis-
cussed how to give them
even more substance and
expand cooperation acro
ss various sectors," Zel
enskyy said in a post on
X. "Importantly, the Prime
Minister is interested in
developing mutually ben-
eficial relations with
Ukraine and sees that this
partnership can make our
people stronger. There
are good industrial and ot

MOSCOW: Russia's

President Vladimir Putin
is hosting leaders of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations at a sum-
mit that opens Wednes-
day, seeking to bolster
business and other ties
with members of the re-
gional bloc. The two-day
Russia-ASEAN sum-
mit, which is held in
Kazan, is set to consider
ways to expand Russia's
"strategic partnership"
with ASEAN that in-
cludes Brunei, Cambo-
dia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, East Timor and
Vietnam. The regional
bloc has maintained re-
lations with Moscow as

g leaders o
Asta at Russia-ASEAN summit

Putin host

a "dialogue partner" and
engaged Russian officials
in annual top-level meet-
ings. The summit in
Kazan marks the 35th
anniversary of Russia-
ASEAN relations. In a
message greeting partici-
pants in a business forum
held on the sidelines of the
summit, Putin said he was
confident that it will "cre-
ate new opportunities for
expanding mutually ben-
eficial trade, investment,
and industrial cooperation,
while also strengthening
direct dialogue between
our business communi-
ties." Kremlin foreign af-
fairs adviser Yuri Ushakov
said the summit's agenda
includes exchanging
views on global and re-

"
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Southeast

gional issues and review-
ing efforts to develop
Russia-ASEAN ties. He
emphasized that the par-
ticipants are set to under-
line their adherence to
"forming a just and demo-
cratic multipolar world
order based on the prin-
ciples of international law
and the United Nations
Charter." Ushakov told
reporters that Putin was
set to have bilateral meet-
ings with ASEAN lead-
ers during the summit.
Some of ASEAN's di-
verse member countries
are seen to be aligned
with the United States,
including the Philippines,
which currently holds the
association's yearly rotat-
ing presidency. Other
members have heavy
trade and security en-
gagements with China
and Russia. Several
ASEAN members, in-
cluding the Philippines,
Indonesia, Thailand and
Vietnam, have either im-
ported Russian crude oil
or expressed interest in
purchasing it after global
fuel prices soared in the
wake of the war in Iran.

Senor US officials dictate
memorandum with Iran to journalists

WASHINGTON: Senior U.S. officials dictated the memorandum of under-
standing with Iran to journalists Wednesday after days of secrecy, and Iran
suggested that its deal with the United States to end the war could be signed
by Presidents Donald Trump and Masoud Pezeshkian. Such a signing
ceremony would represent a major step for the two countries, which saw
diplomatic relations break off in 1980 over the U.S. Embassy hostage crisis
in Tehran. The U.S. officials spoke on condition of anonymity to read the the
draft, which Iran has not released, ahead of formal signing ceremony set for
Friday. According to the officials, the draft agreement includes a new

of peace and dialogue.
"Met President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in
Evian. In recent times,
India and Ukraine have
been engaging exten-
sively. This has been re-
flected in different areas
of our cooperation. Our

talks today were about reviewing dif-
ferent aspects of our cooperation. We
both agree that trade ties need to be
restored to what they were in the pre-
war time. Also reiterated that India will
always be on the side of peace, plac-
ing the values of humanity over every-
thing else," PM Modi said in a post on
X.The bilateral meeting was attended

by External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval. Zelenskyy also
highlighted the potential for deeper
cooperation between the two coun-
tries and said both sides agreed to
work on expanding ongoing projects.
"I met with Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi. Our countries have

her projects that we can
implement together. We
agreed that our teams wo
uld work through all the
details," he added.The me
eting took place amid re-
newed international focus
on the conflict in Uk raine
during the G7 Summit.

“minimum” standard for downblending of highly enriched Iranian uranium
and has provisions to ensure the “territorial integrity” of Lebanon after
Israel’s latest attacks against Hezbollah in Lebanese territory. In return, the
U.S. will move to waive, but not eliminate, some wide-ranging sanctions
against Iran once the deal is signed. The U.S. draft of the agreement also
secures toll-free passage of the Strait of Hormuz for only 60 days, and it
does not preclude fees in future, the officials said. Meanwhile in Iran,
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Esmail Baghaei was quoted by Iranian state
television talking about the potential for the two presidents to sign the pact.
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Tesla opens first Expertence Centre
in Hyderabad, it m Inc
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HYDERABAD: Global EV giant Tesla on Wednesday said it had opened
its first Experience Centre in Hyderabad and its fifth in India. Customers

can explore the new 2026 Model Y Premium Rear-Wheel Drive and
Model Y L at the centre, according to a press release. "Visitors can
explore the vehicles through guided walkarounds and immersive product
experiences led by Tesla Advisors. Customers can learn about Tesla's
design philosophy, electric vehicle technology, safety features, and perfor-
mance capabilities in an interactive environment," it said. To provide a
seamless direct-to-consumer experience, Tesla has also commenced
delivery and after-sales services at its facility in the Bollaram Industrial
Area near Hyderabad. The facility will support customers across
Telangana, the release added. Tesla already operates Experience Centers

in Bengaluru, Mumbai,

Delhi and Gurugram.

Vedanta lists 4 de-merged entities
simultaneously on BSE and NSE

MUMBAI/RAIPUR: Billionaire Anil
Agarwal-led Vedanta Group on
Wednesday listed four newly de-merged
companies simultaneously on the Bom
bay Stock Exchange (BSE) and National
Stock Exchange (NSE). The sweeping
structural overhaul creates a robust
portfolio of independent, pure-play busi-
nesses covering strategic metals, criti-
cal minerals, aluminium, oil and gas,
power, and iron and steel. These stand
alone entities are designed to align di-
rectly with India’s long-term indust

rialisation, infrastructure boom, and
manufacturing self-reliance goals. The
four newly listed companies—
Vedanta Aluminium, Vedanta Oil &
Gas, Vedanta Iron & Steel, and Ved
anta Power—commenced trading on
Wednesday (June 17,2026) alongside
the group’s flagship listed parent en-
tity, Vedanta Limited. "Today is a histo

| ric day for Vedanta, and an emotional

one for me. Twenty-four years ago,
Vedanta became the first Indian com-
pany to list on the London Stock Ex-
change. The seed planted that day has
grown into a massive banyan tree.
Our next chapter of exponential
growth now begins in Mumbai—the
city where my corporate journey first
started,” said Anil Agarwal, Chairm
an, Vedanta Group. Addressing the list-
ing ceremony, Chairman Agarwal
highlighted that Vedanta has delivered
over a 300% total shareholder return
over the past five years—nearly five
times the Nifty index—along with a
cumulative dividend yield of over 70%.
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'Growth For Whom”": PM Modi Reframes Economic
Debate At G7 Outreach Session In France

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday
called for a more inclu-
sive and people-centric
approach to global eco-
nomic development as he
addressed the G7 Out-
reach Session in Evian,
France. Speaking on the
theme of reviving bal-
anced, shared and sus-
tainable growth, Modi
urged world leaders to
look beyond traditional
economic indicators and
focus on who benefits
from growth and how it
is achieved.

In his address, Modi ar-
gued that discussions on
economic  progress
should not be limited to
GDP figures or trade
volumes.Instead, he said
policymakers must ask
fundamental questions:
"Growth for whom, with
whom, and in what di-
rection?" stressing that
development should ben-
efit all sections of soci-

)i

ety, particularly the most vulnerable.The Prime
Minister highlighted India's development philoso-
phy of "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,
Sabka Prayas" (Together with all, Development
for all, Trust of all, Efforts by all). He said India's
experience demonstrates how democratic empow-
erment and inclusive policies can drive large-scale
economic transformation. Modi also cited India's
G20 Presidency and the India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Economic Corridor (IMEC) as examples of
collaborative and forward-looking development
initiatives. Drawing attention to ongoing instability
in West Asia, Modi noted that disruptions in fuel,
fertiliser and food supply chains continue to af-

fect developing economies disproportionately.

He called on international financial institutions to
establish mechanisms that help vulnerable nations
absorb external shocks and build resilience, argu-
ing that the burden of global crises should not fall
solely on the Global South.

As part of his address, Modi proposed the creation
of the International Mobilisation Partnership for
Accelerating Connectivity and Trade (IMPACT).
The initiative envisions combining G7 capital, India's
expertise and talent, and Global South ownership
to develop connectivity and infrastructure projects
across Africa, Latin America and Pacific Island
nations, building on the broader vision of IMEC.

Tcian Domestc Arcines ToSee 0-19 e
Cent Pofit Declne This Fscal Vear A
Hioer Fuel And Leas ot CRISIL

Mumbai, June 17: The aggregate operating profit
of domestic airlines is projected to plummet by 10%
to 15%, dropping to Rs 16,000-17,000 crore, down
from approximately Rs 19,000 crore last fiscal, ac-
cording to a detailed sector analysis released by
CRISIL Ratings. The projection is driven by rising
jet fuel prices, a weakening rupee and soaring air-
craft lease rentals, which are collectively straining
airlines’ cash flows. Indian airlines are facing an
intense financial squeeze this fiscal year as a toxic
cocktail of elevated fuel prices, a weakening ru-
pee and airspace restrictions stemming from the
West Asia conflict takes its toll. As a result, the
country’s domestic airlines are expected to see a
10% to 15% decline in operating profit. The pri-
mary disruptor this fiscal has been the West Asia
conflict, which sent global Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) prices soaring by more than 50% above pre-
conflict benchmarks. Because fuel typically ac-
counts for 40% to 50% of an airline’s total operat-
ing expenditure, the spike dealt an immediate blow
to carrier balance sheets. Although there are signs
of relief on the horizon, with global ATF prices
having receded from a peak of around $145 per
barrel in early June 2026 to below $125 currently,
they remain well above last year’s average of $90.
According to CRISIL Ratings, the reopening of
the critical Strait of Hormuz energy transit corri-
dor could pull prices down further. However, be-
cause carriers bore the brunt of peak prices
through the first quarter, full-year fuel expenses
are locked into an elevated trajectory. Airlines have
found some shelter under a policy umbrella.

PARIS: Oil inventories
held by OECD member
countries fell in May to
their lowest level since
1990 as governments
drew down stocks to off-
set the blockage of Gulf
crude shipments during
the Middle East war, the
International Energy Age
ncy said Wednesday. The
drawdown since the start
of the conflict has reach
ed 163 million barrels in
the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development club of we
althy countries, the IEA
said in its monthly report.

"Despite the significant
reductions in demand for
crude oil and refined prod-
ucts, the buffers in the sy
stem continue to erode at
a record pace," the age
ncy said. To ease the bur-
den from soaring oil prices
due to Tehran's effective
closure of the Strait of H
ormuz, the IEA organi sed
coordinated stock relea
ses 0f 400 million barrels
to the global market, of
which 252 million have
been released as of June
12. "The flow of emerge
ncy stocks is expected to
decelerate somewhat in

NSE files DRHP with SEBI to launch

The National Stock Exchange of In-
dia (NSE) has filed its Draft Red
Herring Prospectus (DRHP) with the
capital market regulator, the Securi-
ties and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), to raise funds through an Ini-
tial Public Offering (IPO). The IPO,
with a face value of Rs 1, is entirely
an offer-for-sale of up to 148, 905,
525 shares by State Bank of India,
MS Strategic (Mauritius) Ltd,

{ANSE

Canada Pension Plan Investment

Board, Aranda Investments
(Mauritius) Pte Ltd, Bank of Baroda,
Stock Holding Corporation of India
Limited, General Insurance Corpora-
tion of India Limited, The New India
Assurance Company Ltd, National
Insurance Limited and United India
Insurance Company Limited, as per
the document filed with the SEBI. The
offer is being made through the book-

building process, wherein
not more than 50% of the
net offer is allocated to
qualified institutional buy-
ers, and not less than 15%
and 35% of the net offer
is assigned to non-institu-
tional bidders and retail
bidders, respectively. As
per reports, IPO size
could be in the range of
Rs 25,000-30,000 crore,
making it one of the larg-
est issues in India’s capi-
tal market history. NSE,
which has around 1.8 lakh
shareholders, is valued at
over Rs 5 lakh crore, with
its shares trading in the
range of Rs 1,950-2,050
in the unlisted market, ac-
cording to market partici-
pants. Upon listing, NSE
is expected to become
one of the most valuable
listed financial institutions
in India. A syndicate of
its 20 domestic and global

investment bankers, in-
cluding Kotak Mahindra
Capital Co. and Morgan
Stanley India Co., are
among the book-running
lead managers for the
share sale. The filing
would mark a major mile-
stone for NSE, whose list-
ing plans had remained on
hold for nearly a decade
due to regulatory issues,
including the co-location
controversy. The NSE
made its first attempt to
list in 2016, but was ad-
vised to withdraw the plan
as regulatory probes gath-
ered pace over co-loca-
tion and dark fibre cases.
The listing of the exchange
even reached the Delhi
High Court. While ap-
proval from Sebi’s high-
powered advisory com-
mittee on settlement was
earlier seen as a prereq-
uisite for granting a no-

objection certificate, the
regulator issued the NoC
in January this year with-
out waiting for a formal
nod from this panel. This
decision was taken amid
prolonged delays and af-
ter key Sebi departments,
in principle, agreed to
settle the cases under the
consent mechanism. On
June 20, 2025, the NSE
filed a settlement applica-
tion with Sebi to resolve
the co-location and other
related cases by agreeing
to pay around Rs 1,400
crore as settlement for the
co-location and dark fibre
cases. In its latest finan-
cial disclosures released in
November 2025, the NSE
made a provision of Rs
1,297 crore, over and
above the Rs 100 crore
already deposited with
Sebi in compliance with a
SAT order passed in 2023.

Incorporated in 1992,
NSE is the largest stock
exchange in India in terms
of total turnover in cash
market and total turnover
in equity derivatives
(based on notional turn-
over for equity options)
from FY2001 to FY2026,
and is also the largest
stock exchange in India in
terms of total turnover in
exchange-traded cur-
rency derivatives (based
on notional turnover of
currency options) from
FY2009 to FY2026, ac-
cording to the Redseer
report. As per the World
Federation of Exchanges,
NSE also retained its po-
sition as the largest equity
derivatives exchange glo-
bally with over 36.99 bil-
lion (including NSE Inter-
national Exchange
("NSEIX")) contracts
traded in Fiscal 2026.

ocks ful-

lowest level since 1990):

June and July," the agency
said, after a deal was an-
nounced this week to end
the war that began on
February 28 with US and
Israeli strikes on Iran. But
the impact of high prices
will weigh heavily on de-
mand through this year,
with an expected decline
of 1.1 million barrels a day
compared to 2025 levels.
"We see growth rebound-
ing to 2 mb/d in 2027, as a
normalisation of trade
flows, lower oil prices and
an improving economic
outlook contribute to the
recovery," the IEA said.

Govt Likely To Clear
Divon-Vivo Join
Venture, Boosting

Local Manufacturing

The Indian government is
likely to clear the long-
pending joint venture be-
tween Dixon Technolo-
gies and Chinese smartp
hone maker Vivo later
this month. The approval
is expected to reduce Vi
vo’s operational and re
gulatory exposure in the
Indian market, according
to a report by the Press
Trust of India. The agree-
ment between the two
companies was signed in
December 2024, under
which Dixon Technolo-
gies will hold a majority
51% stake in the propos
ed joint venture, while
Vivo will hold the remain-
ing share. The JV is in-
tended to strengthen lo-
cal electronics manufac-
turing capabilities in India,
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Tharun Mennepal

1 and Anmol Kharb

advance fo Macat

(pen Round of 16

Hyderabad: India made a positive start to the Macau Open as Tharun
Mannepalli, Isharani Baruah, Ashmita Chaliha, Anmol Kharb, Rounak
Chouhan, Shriyanshi Valishetty, Rakshitha Sree and the mixed doubles
pair of Ishaan Bhatnagar and Shruti Mishra advanced to the Round of
16. Results of Indian players: Rakshitha Sree Santhosh Ramraj bt
Kisona Selvaduray (MAS) 21-16, 24-22; Ishaan Bhatnagar/Shruti
Mishra bt Calvin Devereux/Desiree Toepffer (GER) 21-4, 21-6;
Shriyanshi Valishetty bt Tasnim Mir (IND) 21-18, 19-21, 21-15;
Rounak Chouhan bt Wu Zhe Ying (TPE) 18-21, 21-15, 21-19; Anmol
Kharb bt Mutiara Ayu Puspitasari (INA) 21-13, 21-16; Ashmita
Chaliha bt Tung Ciou-Tong (TPE) 21-14, 11-6 (Ret.); Isharani Baruah
bt Hung Yi-Ting (TPE) 21-16, 19-21, 21-14; Tharun Mannepalli bt
Rithvik Sanjeevi Satish Kumar (IND) 15-21,21-17,21-14.

Semifing

AUCKLAND: A semifinal spot al-
ready sealed, a relaxed Indian
women's hockey team would look to
end the pool engagements undefeated
to bolster its confidence against a
lower-ranked Uruguay in the FIH
Nations Cup here on Thursday. Un-
beaten India are atop Pool A with six
points from two games and have al-
ready qualified for the last four, hav-
ing defeated USA 3-2 and Japan 2-1
in their first two matches. India are
determined to win the FIH Nations
Cup to get their place back in next
season's elite FIH Pro League, from
which they got relegated last year.
The Indian women's team was rel-
egated from the elite FIH Pro League
to the second-tier FIH Hockey Na-
tions Cup, following its last-place fin-
ish in the 2024-25 season, after man-
aging only 10 points from 16 matches.
The winner of the eight-nation FIH
Nations Cup will progress to next
year's FIH Pro League. Going into
their final pool game against a rela-
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tively easy opponent, India would take
heart from their fighting wins in the
opening two games. Ranked ninth in the
world, the Salima Tete-led India will
definitely start as favourites against
world no.17 Uruguay, who have lost
both their opening two matches. India
scored all their five goals in the two
matches through penalty corners.
Deepika is joint second in the goal scor-
ers list with two strikes, while Navneet
Kaurn Salima and Lalremsiami found
the net once each. But going into the
business end of the tournament, India's
chief coach Sjoerd Marijne would ex-
pect heavy effort from his strikers and
would want them to find the net from
field efforts and Uruguay provides them
the best opportunity to do that. With two
important tournaments lined up this year
-- World Cup and the Asian Games --
Marijne would also be tempted to try
out new combinations in the remaining
matches of the FIH Nations Cup, which
is part of the team's preparations for
the big ticket events.

Amateur Zara and Lavanya share lead in
th leg of Women’s Pro Golf Tour

Bengaluru: Amateur Zara
Anand, who joins college in
the United States later this
year, continued to show that
she is one of the most prom-
ising talents in the country
as she shot 4-under 64 in
the first round of the eighth
Leg of the Women’s Pro
Golf Tour at the Bangalore
Golf Club. Sharing the lead
with Zara was Lavanya
Jadon, who played the Sin
gapore Ladies Masters last
week. With 4-under 64 each
at the Par-68 course, the
duo was one shot clear of
Durga Nittur and Smriti Bh
argav, who carded 3-under
65 each. Two other young
stars, Anvvi Dahhiya and
amateur Mahreen Bhatia,
were tied fifth with 2-under
66 each in the event, carry-
ing a purse of Rs. 17 lakh,
which started with 57 play-
ers, but Jahanvi Bakshi wit
hdrew due to medical rea-
sons. Zara began with three
pars before faltering with

It Hero

bogeys on the next two holes. Then she made her recovery with back-to-
back birdies on the sixth and the seventh and yet another one on the ninth
to turn in 1-under. She maintained that momentum with a birdie on the
tenth and three in a row from the 13th to the 15th. A late bogey on the 17th
cost her sole leadership. Lavanya also made a great comeback on the
back nine. With one birdie on fourth and bogeys on the next two holes, she
was l-over for the front nine. She roared back with five birdies on the
back nine, as she picked a hat-trick of gains from the 11th to the 13th and
two more on the 16th and the 17th for a 64. Nittur had three birdies on the
front nine and three more on the back nine, but she also dropped three
shots on the back nine. At one stage, Nittur was 5-under and may well
have led the first round but for her back-to-back bogeys on the 16th and
the 17th. Smriti had four birdies and one bogey in her 65. Mahreen holed

six birdies, but she also
dropped shots on four holes,
while Anvvi Dahhiya carded
five birdies against three bo-
geys. Three players,
Mannat Brar, Karishma
Govind, and amateur
Ananyaa Sood, were tied
seventh with rounds of 1-
under 67, while four players,
Jasmine Shekar, Kashika
Misra, Nayanika Sanga, and
Ayushi Dutta, scored even
par 68 each to round off the
Top-10. Among the big
names struggling on the first
day were last week’s run-
ner-up and 2025 Hero Or-
der of Merit winner Vani
Kapoor, who carded 4-over
72 with her only birdie com-
ing on the 18th. She was T-
34 alongside her good friend
Amandeep Drall. Ridhima
Dilawari and Vidhtari Urs
were T-14 with 1-over 69
each, as were Heena Kang
and Neha Tripathi. Hero
supported Tvesa Malik (70)
was T-19.

ndio e Word Team SoookerChampiong
qarternls i wmverMongl

Hyderabad: India scored a hard-fought 3-1 win
over Mongolia to book their place in the
quarterfinals of the World Team Snooker Cham-
pionship in Guangdong (China) on Wednesday.
The nervy victory helped the former champions
set up a last-eight meeting with China ‘B’, whom
they had narrowly lost to in the league stage on
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the opening day. The hosts overcame Singapore
3-1 in their pre-quarterfinal encounter. Earlier in
the day, India were too good for the lowly
Turkey, registering a lopsided 3-0 win in their
final Group ‘B’ league match to advance to the
knockouts. After a gruelling battle with
Nasanbuyan Orgil, Aditya Mehta secured the
win to put India ahead in the last-16 clash against
Mongolia. Pankaj Advani made a break of 51 en
route to a 70-6 win over Sergelen Batdelger.
Advani and Ketan Chawla, playing his first
match of the tournament, then went down 54-70
in the doubles to give Mongolia a look-in. But
multiple-time world champion Advani returned to
score a facile 67-37 win over Orgil to seal the
tie. In the morning, Advani kickstarted the rout
against Turkey, registering a comfortable 60-39
win over Ismail Turker. Aditya Mehta, a former
World Games gold medallist, outclassed Enes
Bakirci 95-17 to give India a 2-0 lead. The
country’s top two players combined to score a
90-13 win over the duo of Turker and Bakirci to
clinch the doubles match and the tie 3-0.

Hyderabad: For someone who
started pickleball only three months
ago, Diya Mattipati has surprised not
just herself but critics too by winning
the Junior National (under-18) title in
Ahmedabad and moving closer to
making it to the Indian team for the
Junior World Cup in Vietnam later this
year. The 18-year-old Diya, who is a
trainee at Advantage Tennis Acad-
emy under the mentorship of DRC
Kiron, one of the cleanest and most
straightforward tennis coaches in the
city, informed Telangana Today that
she initially started playing pickleball
to improve her touch game and vol-
leys in tennis. “Since we had two clay
courts at the Academy, I started tak-
ing it a little more seriously and, when
there is a break in the tennis circuit, |
compete in pickleball. In March this
year, I won the Hyderabad Pickleball
League women'’s title and that turned

out to be a big boost,” she explained.
The second-year degree student of St.
Francis College in the city said her con-
sistency saw her take part in the na-
tional selections for the Junior World
Cup, and she looked confident of mak-
ing the team too. “Yes, definitely, it will
be great to represent India in any World
Cup. I hope, if selected, to come back
with something big,” Diya said with a
smile. “Obviously, I owe whatever |
have achieved in tennis and pickleball
to my coach Kiron Sir. He is such an
amazing person, always keen to see the
trainees keep improving every day,” the
young champion said. With father
Subhan (a businessman dealing in
electricals in the city) and mother
Onisha (a housewife) extending com-
plete support, Diya gently reminded that
doing well does not mean she will leave
tennis. “It will be great to do really well
in both disciplines,” she said.

d Shafali power India to 95-run win over Netherlands

Leeds: Smriti Mandhana and Shafali Verma struck commanding half-centuries before
Sree Charani claimed a four-wicket haul to power India to a comprehensive 95-run
victory over the Netherlands in their 2026 ICC Women’s T20 World Cup clash at
Headingley in Leeds on Wednesday. Pushed into batting first under overcast skies,
Smriti and Shafali cashed in on wayward new-ball bowling to share a 115-run stand
before Shafali departed for 55 off 38 balls, studded with ten boundaries. Smriti, in
imperious touch, top-scored with 74 off 47 balls, her consecutive fifty laced with 11

-

-
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fours and a six.The finishing burst came from Richa Ghosh
(20 not out) and Deepti Sharma (10 not out), who combined
clean hitting with sharp placement to take India to their high-
est score in the competition’s history. As India hit their first-
ever 200-plus total in ICC Women’s T20 World Cup history,
the Netherlands had their moments but squandered the
chances with dropped catches and nervy bowling. The
bowlers, led by Charani’s four-for and Shafali Verma’s 3-
20, ensured it was never threatened as they bowled out the
Netherlands for 114 in 17.3 overs. With the win, India are
now on top of the Group A table, with a net run rate of 3.98,
which is 0.10 more than that of Australia. India will also
hope that nothing is too serious with off-spin all-rounder
Shreyanka Patil, who was stretchered off after twisting her
right ankle while fielding off her own bowling. The sight of
her being taken off the field on a stretcher was a dampener
amid India’s dominant win. India’s innings began with Shafali
opening her bat face late to steer Iris Zwilling for four, be-
fore rocking back to cut Heather Siegers through extra cover
for another boundary. With the Netherlands struggling with
lines, Smriti joined the boundary-hitting act with crisp drives,
before Shafali pulled and lofted Isabel van der Woning for
three boundaries. Smriti then lofted Iris over extra cover
and punched through the same region to bring up India’s
joint-fastest team fifty in Women’s T20 World Cup history
—achieved inside 5.1 overs. Myrthe van den Raad’s nervy

debut overcompounded the Netherlands’ woes, as she conceded
six wides and India surged to 59/0 by the end of the powerplay.
The momentum only grew from there as a measured Shafali
lofted and sliced Isabel for boundaries, before hoicking and
sweeping Caroline de Lange to her maiden T20 World Cup fifty
off 34 balls in the 11th over. Smriti followed it up with ba ck-to-
back fifties of her own — this one coming in 36 balls by carving
Heather for a six over long-off after dancing down the ground
to hit a boundary. Even after Shafali’s dismissal for 55, after
holing out to long-on off Heather, Jemimah Rodrigues arrived
with crisp timing — driving through extra cover and pulling confi-
dently for her boundaries. Smriti showcased her impecca ble
timing and proper placement of shots while hitting Silver Siegers
for four boundaries in the 15th over. She first advanced down
the pitch to carve one over extra cover, then again came out to
loft straight back over the bowler’s head. Staying deep in the
crease, Smriti then powered a pull square of the wicket before
finishing the 18-run over with an emphatic slog-sweep through
deep mid-wicket. After Smriti brought out a fantastic lofted
straight drive off Caroline, Netherlands clawed back — Smriti
toe-ended a loft to mid-off, while Jemimah gave an edge behind
while trying to play a pre-mediated scoop off Myrthe, and Yastika
Bhatia was stumped after being foxed by a googly from the leg-
spinner. Richa lit up the 18th over with a flat six ov er the bowler’s
head and a boundary slapped past sweeper cov er, while
Harmanpreet Kaur sliced and smashed to get two fours.
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M Gunde Pelothondhe Song; A Relatable Melody
'
Jaya Krishna Ghattamaneni is de-
LT buting in films with his highly antici-
action romance is presented by
Ashwini Dutt and directed by Ajay
Bhupathi. Rasha Thadani is playing
the leading lady and the promotions
LYRICAL II|.I’II'JEIII z buzz, anticipation to watch the two
ouT NDW ' youngsters on big screens. Jaya
Krishna has proven his skills in ac-
tion, dance and dialogue delivery with
date. In this new song, he looks beau-
tiful like a perfect Telugu boy in tra-
ditional Panche. His mannerisms, his
style and his looks make it a very
ant one to listen. Rasha Thadani is a
big surprise as she pulled off tradi-
tional dance very gracefully. Her
looks in Telugu traditional voni is

pated Srinivasa Mangapuram. The

") P
G for the film have created a huge
the teaser and songs released till
attractive song to watch and pleas-
mesmerizing. She looks very relat-
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able to Telugu people like a girl-next-
door. This song is visually picturised
in such a manner that audiences
Immediately connect with it. GV
Prakash Kumar's mesmerizing fu-
sion of Carnatic ragas in this song
and Anurag Kulkarni's rendition are
other major highlights. Chandrabose
written very heart-touching lyrics

Is Trisha Now the Highest-Paid South

Indian Actress!

Trisha Krishnan is once again
making headlines in the film in-
dustry. The popular actress, who
has been a leading star for more
than two decades, is reportedly
increasing her remuneration af-
ter the success of her latest film
Karuppu. Trisha is one of the few
actresses who continues to en-
joy huge popularity despite be-
ing in the industry for many years.
She has successfully worked in
Tamil, Telugu, and other South
Indian films and has also built a
strong pan-India image. Fans
admire her for maintaining her
charm and staying relevant
across generations. In recent
months, Trisha has been in the
news not only for her film
projects but also for several dis-
cussions on social media and in
political circles. While she has
faced ups and downs in her ca-
reer, she has always managed to
bounce back with successful
films. After the blockbuster suc-
cess of Ponniyin Selvan, expec-
tations were very high for
Trisha. However, some of her
recent films, including
Vidaamuyarchi with Ajith Kumar
and Thug Life with Kamal
Haasan, received mixed reac-
tions and criticism from audi-
ences. Interestingly, Trisha has
a history of making strong come-
backs after a few setbacks. The
recent success of Karuppu ap-
pears to have brought her back
into top form. According to re-

ered for a big pan-India Tamil film. The buzz is that Trisha has de-
manded a remuneration of ?12 crore for the project. Although she
was already said to be charging a high fee for Karuppu, reports
suggest that she is now asking for an even bigger amount. Sources
claim that discussions are currently taking place between the ac-
tress and the film’s producers regarding the remuneration. The makers
are reportedly trying to negotiate the amount and bring it down. At
the moment, there is no official confirmation from Trisha or the pro-
duction team regarding these reports. However, the rumor has gone

that every person would have felt in love. With great buzz and anticipation building with every passing ports Circula.lting on sqcial media, viral online, with many fans saying that Trisha is in no mood to re-
the actress is now being consid-  duce her fee after delivering another successful film.

day, Srinivasa Mangapuram is gearing for a grand release in theatres soon.

Rajamouli Knows the Game Better

SS Rajamouli’s upcoming magnum opus Varanasi, which stars Tollywood
superstar Mahesh Babu in the lead role, is hands down the most eagerly
anticipated upcoming film from India cinema because of the mammoth
expectations across the globe. While the team has been silently working on
its production, film circles are buzzing with unfounded rumours around the
staggering budget. As per these speculations, the estimated budget has
spilled beyond the initial estimation and turned into a matter of concern for
the team, especially given a sharp downturn in the OTT market where
streaming rights are no longer fetching the expected prices like it was
previously when the market was booming. The rumours claimed that
Rajamouli and his team are exploring the possibilities to reduce the budget
through cost cutting measures. However, the ground reality appears to be
quite contrasting given that Rajamouli is a master in such dynamics.
Besides establishing an unprecedented track record where his brand value
alone ensures massive hype among trade circles.

Very few actors enjoy huge popularity outside their home film industry. One
such star is Suriya. Though he is a Tamil hero, Telugu audiences have al-
ways treated him like their own. Many of his films have performed well in
the Telugu states and helped him build a strong fan following over the years.
However, the last few years have been challenging for Suriya. Several of his
films failed to meet expectations at the box office. Despite those setbacks,
Telugu audiences never lost faith in him and continued to support the talented
actor. Recently, Suriya bounced back strongly with Karuppu, which was
released in Telugu as Veerabhadrudu. The film turned out to be a big success
in Tamil Nadu and received a decent response in Telugu as well. More im-
portantly, it has once again increased the excitement around Suriya's future
projects. His upcoming line-up looks very promising. Suriya's next release is
expected to be Viswanath and Sons, directed by Telugu filmmaker Venky
Atluri. The film is in the final stages of production and is expected to

strengthen his market in Telugu cinema. Apart from that, Suriya has signed a

film with Jithu Madhavan, the director of the Malayalam blockbuster

/ " Aavesham. He is also reuniting with director T.J. Gnanavel, who previously
®

delivered the critically acclaimed Jai Bhim with him.
- J

Prjanka Jovalkar's Tmeloss -~ Bharata Varsha: Gopichand As
Charm CipiredinGraegil -~ Warrior Drenched In Rain & Fire

Window Shot sV

tion saga Bharata Varsha is
nearing completion with its
shoot. The film, directed by
In this graceful portrait, Priyanka Jawalkar Sankalp . Redd.i/},lr'l‘:a?izla :trong
looks elegant and radiant in a sleek black gn:?;?ss;(;::/l Clhsl tl ¢ erieasgrf
outfit with golden accents. With her flow- Srini\j,asaa Silver Sgreen S
ing hair, subtle smile, and poised expres- bankrolline the project on a
sion by the window, she exudes quiet con- huee canvis Whri)leji tis pro- &
fidence and timeless charm that her fans gt db P’ K P 0
can't get enough of. Priyanka Jawalkar, a fgn cd by av?ré} u.n;lar d’n
popular Telugu actress and model born on ¢ occasion of -yopichand s
November 12, 1992, in
Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh,
began her career with model-

birthday, a brand-new poster
ling and fashion design. She

from the movie has been un-
made her acting debut in the

veiled. It showcases Gopicha
nd in his most powerful ava-
tar yet. Set against a raging

battlefield drenched in rain and
2017 Telugu film Kala Varam Aaye. She fire, Gopichand appears as a

gained wider recognition with her role op- fearless warrior prepared for

posite Vijay Deverakonda in the hit super- a massive confrontation. Arm

natural comedy Taxiwala (2018). Her no- ed with a bow and arrow, his

table films include SR Kalyanamandapam commanding stance and pie

(2021), Thimmarusu (2021), Gamanam reing gaze hint at a character

(2021), and Tillu Square (2024). Priyanka driven by courage, destiny,

continues to impress with her versatility and and valor. The poster alone

screen presence. She has upcoming promises a larger-than-life

projects including Mad Square (2025) and cinematic spectacle packed BH T A\ |f t..* H ,L\
other exciting ventures in Telugu with action, emotion, and gra

cinema.This latest post perfectly captures ndeur. Ritu Varma plays the ~——SAGA OF SHULA -1
her poised persona and growing stardom in leading lady in the movie that TSI . SANEELR
Tollywood. Priyanka remains a favorite for features music by Anudeep -
her beauty, talent, and strong connect with Dev, and cinematography

her audience.

handled by Soundar Rajan.
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